
MR. MYERS, SEATTLE, WASH. 

JULY 23, 1895. 

(Interviewed by pim. Wakeham and Richard Rathbun) 

A. As you a r e  wel l  aware, a s  a manu- 

f a c t u r e r ,  I am i n  the business f o r  the  p r o f i t ,  

and of course my theories--I  only s tudied  It 

i n  that  way--and of  course my experience might 

be something that would be i n t e r e s t i n g .  I came 

here i n  1877, and loca ted  a t  Yucki l teo,  near the 

mouth of the  Snohomish River, 28 miles froan here 

and that year I made a pack of 10,000 cases. 

The o n l y - f i s h  re  had any knowledge of a t  t h a t  

time were the hados or humpbacks and the  s i l v e r  

salmon. I took that year  a fish--I found that 

they were winter  salmon, resembling the silver 

salmon, and we cal led them winter  salmon--but 

t he re  were not enough of them t o  be caught. 

Q. Vas that the  s teelhead? 

A. No. It was d i f f e r e n t  a l t o g e t h e r  from 

the steelhead. I am only t e l l i n g  yon my ex- 

perience for the first year, and s i n c e  then I 



have never been able to find enough fish of that 

variety for commerce. Then I left there and 

came up here in 1880, and since then I have 

given the matter more study. The wlnter salmon, 

the steelhead--there have been considerable 
I 

hanls of what re c a l l  the blue backs, or, as 

you call them on the Fraser, the sockeyes. 

A f e w  have been found coming in this river here 

at Seattle--Black River or Duwamish. Ve have 

never caught them In our purse seines, and we 

don't know of any quantities coming in  here 

i n t o  these rivers--neither in the Puyallup nor 

the Duwamish. 

Q. That is of the sockeye run? 

A. Yes. They are very abundant, as you 

know, at Point Roberts and the Frassr, but I 

don't h o w  whether they go up any othei- rivers 

than the FrBsar. I never heard of them on the 

Skagit. I have fished i n  the Skagit and never 

g o t  any other varieties. 

here in the spring and in the Finter,  and they 

get very good catches o f  them. 

The steelheads run 

There I s  a 
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salmon ne call the tyee. It resembles the 

Columbia River salmon in l o o k s ,  but it is 

darker and coarser meat, and after they have 

been here their meat becomes very white. 

Q. Vhen do you get those? 

A. Ve are getting a few of them nor. 

Q. T h a t  I s  the ch3nook7 

A. Well, they might call it a spurious 

name. It bas a resemblance to the Columbia 

River f i s h ,  although they have not the nice 

bright color. I was explaining i t  t o  Prof .  

Jordan, and he said they had never seen one and 

he did not know that Gilbert had, but Mr. 

Gilbert called on me In 1883 and we had some, 

and he must have forgotten. I promised to send 

Prof, Jordan some when they commenced rUnning- 

I met him a couple of weeks ago In Portland, and 

I think he went to Victoria; did you meet him? 

Q. Ve have not been there yet. 

A. Do you not belong there,  Doctor? 

weI!h:- -Ho;  I belong on the Atlantic 

Ooast. 
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Q. You say Jordan has gone up the re  nor? 

A. No; I think he was intending t o  go t o  

Alaska, but I met h i m  i n  Portland. He had been 

on the Bound and I think he went t o  Victor ia .  

Q. Well, now, on the Fraser River and a t  

Poin t  Roberts we hear o f  the  chinook, which 

begins t o  run very e a r l y  In  the spr ing,  the  

l a r g e s t  run occurring during May and June. Then 

a few a r e  taken all summer. Again i n  t he  f a l l  

i t  appears;  I n  September they have t he  rall mn. 
Well, now, a large share of the fall fish are 

described as white meated, o r  p a r t l y  white and 

red. They a l s o  g e t  some of those white meated 

fish a t  o the r  t h e s  of  the year ,  but i t  is 

mainly In the  fall Fun, and they a r e  together 

apparently, the white and the  red meated ones; 

and a l s o  some f i s h  have both colors mixed, p a r t  

being white and p a r t  t ed ;  would not that answer 

the desc r ip t ion  o f  your fish? 

A. Bo; not necessar i ly .  This fish is an 

individual and not a species of that. 

Q. YOU think he iS 8 d i s t i n c t  S P 8 C i 8 8 ?  
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A. O h ,  yes; he is d i s t i n c t  and separa te  

from that.  

Q. Is  he a l a r g e r  f i sh?  . 

A. Y e s ,  sir. We might f i n d  some o f  them 

i n  the market here now. They a r e  c a l l e d  the 

tyee. I t  is  an Indian name meaning chief  o r  

king. 

Q. It is the  king of' fish is i t ?  

A. Well, no; 'but that is the  meaning of 

i t ,  I suppose. When they come i n t o  the  market 

h e r e ,  t h e  Indians say they want  t o  see the tyee.  

It i s  on now, and has been coming i n  here for 

perhaps 2 reeks. In my business I have never 

seen more than 8,000 or  10,000 at the mos t ,  i n  

a very good season. They spawn without coming 

up the  r i v e r s .  They spawn m o s t l y  r igh t  in the  

bays, and fishermen catch them mostly in the 

Sound. 

Q. Just when do you have them most? 

A. About the  middle o f  August, I think. 

But their c o l o r  changes. Nor t h e i r  co lo r  looka 

well, reddish, but when you see them get  more 
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general  they would Bwte as the Columbia River 

or.Kennetec salmon would;  but they are hard 

meated, and besides  r a t h e r  rank--very fishy. 

The bes t  run of the tyee is over about the 15 th  

of August t o  about the 1 2 t h  o f  September. Af te r  

that they commence lessening ,  and we do not get  

many a f t e r  the 21st o f  September; then they 

almost give out. We don't take them, b u t  we 

see them, because they become white. Pardon me 

f o r  asking the  quest ion,  but the  Columbia 

River fish, I first noticed i t  that they com- 

menced g e t t i n g  white a t  the extremity,  and then 

worked on up u n t i l  we ge t  them where the lower 

p a r t  of the f i s h  vas a8 white as th i s  paper 

and the  upper part was crimsdn; almost those 

t w o  c o l o r s  ( I l l u s t r a t i n g  with 2 envelopes). 

Ve refuse t o  take them after they get w h i t e ,  and 

after the 20th of  September we had no record o r  

any because they get  so p a l e  that they a r e  not 

marketable and we cannot use them a t  all. 

Q. X@ a r e  talking nor about t he  Columbia 

River salmon? 

? 
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A. Well, these tyees get the same way, and 

I rirst noticed it on the Columbia River--they 

would get white In the extremity and continue 

getting white to the head; now what causes it? 

Q. I don' t know. 

A. Yon have been working on that have you 

not; what is the cause of it? 

Q. Vell, you cannot lay I t  to the fresh 

rater, because they take them In the salt rater. 

They take than at Point Roberts on their ray 

t o  the fresh water. 

A. These two c o l o r s ?  

Q. Oh, yes. The chfnook, or quinnat, they 

will t a k e  in the salt water of 2 colors, and, 

in fact ,  the white ones a lso .  
. p .  

A. The Fraser River, I understand you 

w i l l  find that those white fish come in early In 

the season. 

Q. The real white fish; the white salmon; 

there is  a great many white salmon and pink 

salmon come i n  there together. How, those fish 

ran--at least we have no record of them after 



September. And before,  how e a r l y  can you g e t  

them? 

A. Well, I think the  e a r l i e s t - - I  w a s  

r e f e r r i n g  t o  my book--in 1889 i t  vas the 21st 

of  Ju ly .  That is the  e a r l i e s t  record I have of  

them, but I r i l l ' t e l l  you candidly there  w a s  

not enough before  t o  t e s t i f y .  They may have 

been running i n  the markets a l i t t l e ;  but the 

21st of Ju ly  was  the e a r l i e s t  I have taken any 

in t h e  canneries.  

Q. Do you get the genuine chinook salmon 

here t o o ?  

A. I have never see11 one on Puget Sound. 

Q. Of course,  they ge t  them i n  the northern 

part ,  around Point  Roberts and i n  t he  Fraser  

River ,  but  we know nothing about t h i s  region 

r ight  here. 

A. This may have been ca l l ed - - th i s  tyee-- 

t he re  I s  such a resemblance t o  i t ,  excepting t o  

an exper t ,  but I can e a s i l y  recognize the d i s -  

t inc t ion .  

Q. Unfortunately,  enough a t t e n t i o n  has not 
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been paid t o  the  western salmon by n a t u r a l i s t s .  

A. That I s  a f a c t ;  we only know them from 

a rommercial point  of  view. 

e. Next year  we shal l  t r y  t o  ge t  somebody 

out here ,  and i f  we can, we rill get  somebody on 

the  salt water who can spend the  e n t i r e  season. 

BOW, the  sockeye; you say a few have been 

taken going up the r i v e r  here? 

A. They a r e  d i s t i n c t .  The only time I 

have ever caught them, I had one season here a 

number o f  t r a p s ,  and I got them i n  the  r i v e r ,  

and a l s o  g o t  them In  the  bay. 

Q. I n  the bay would you ge t  them In traps 

t o o 4  

A. I d id  ge t  them, yes;  but only a few.  

I don't t h ink  that I go t  enough t o  speak of. 

There were so few of them that I packed them i n  

w i t h  the silver salmon. 

Q. You do not know of t h e i r  en te r ing  any 

other r i v e r s  on Puget Sound? 

A. No; I hare watched i t  p r e t t y  c losely.  

mat 1 c a l l  ray t e r r i t o r y  is with in  a r ad ius  of  
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where we could ge t  f i s h  t o  the cannery in good 

shape. I have never troubled i t  outside.  Below 

you might f i n d  people more conversant with it. 

Q. Who is there  a t  Tacoma now who w o u l d  

know anything about the f i s h i n g  there?  

A. I don' t  think the re  i s  anybody. There 

a re  a few Italians, but nobody who c o u l d  give 

you any i n t e l l i g e n t  information. 

Q. The sockeye is not a f i s h  t ha t  belongs t o  

th i s  region? 

A. No. 

Q. Who would  know about the southern p a r t ,  

towards Tacoma, Olympia, etc.? 

A. Prof.  Swan I s  the  m o s t  i n t e l l i g e n t  m a n  

and can give YOU the  most information o f  any 

one here. We c a l l  h i m  professor ,  cap ta in ,  e t c . ,  

here. 

Q. Ve always c a l l  him judge. 

A. Well, he i s  a judge t o o ,  e spec ia l ly  i f  

t he re  is any whiskey around. 

Q? 1s he so nor? 

A. Indeed, I think a m a n  as o l d  as he I s  
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who has t r i e d  t o  ge t  outs ide of so much whiskey 

would never give i t  up. He has made the  fishing 

more of a study and is  i n t e r e s t e d  In it. You 

w i l l  find him r e a l l y  very i n t e l l i g e n t .  He ha6 

been working f o r  us f o r  years  off and on and he 

has helped Capt. Tanner o u t  a good dea l  on the 

Alba t ros s  work. 

Q. H O W ,  supposing we take the  humpback; 

and if you w i l l  t e l l  us a l i t t l e  about  them, 

when they appear and where they go? 

A. The e a r l i e s t  I have ever known--well 

some 17 o r  18 .yea r s  ago the first I packed a t  

Muckilteo were humpbacks; and the f i rs t  I re- 

ceived was the 24th of July, and I had under- 

stodd they were l a t e  that yea r ,  but in a l l  

following years  I never g o t  them as e a r l y  as 

that; genera l ly  about the  first o f  August. 

Would people  be f i s h i n g  e a r l i e r  so Q. 
that they would know? 

A. Off,  yes. They a r e  a f i s h  that fisher- 

men never think of looking f o r  o r  f i s h i n g  f o r  

u n t i l  they show themselves--whenever they make 
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t he i r  appearance. Their h a b i t s  i n  swimming a re  

a good dea l  like the  porpotse--they r o l l ,  and the  

back fin I s  always showing a t  the sur face ;  while 

the  silver salmon is known by his jumping. We 

never think of looking f o r  the  s i l v e r  salmon 

u n t i l  we see h i m  jumping. 

Q. Vhen does the main part o f  the humpback 

run come, immediately then? 

A. No. I can give you t he  record of  2 

s e ines  i n  d i f f e r e n t  years. The first came on 

the 7 t h  of August, 1889--there was 1300 and I 

did not rece ive  any more un t i l  the  9th. Then we 

got 1600. The next day the  same man brought me 

2500; 2 days l a t e r  the same men brought me 

3500. Next day, 2000. On the  155h, 4000. On 

the  16th,  5500. Again on the  1 7 t h ,  4100. Then 

the re  was a jump t o  the 20th, 6700. Next day, 

1500. Next day, 4300. The following day there  

vas none. On the  next day e e r e  was SgOO. On 

the 25th, 4000. Well, they f e l l  off a f t e r  that  

and run down t o  500 o r  600, and on t h e  31st of 

August there was none t o  be seen. 
\ 
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Q. That was  the catch o f  2 men? 

A. There was 3 men a greater part  of  the 

time. In the 6000 llay there was 3 men. Same- 

times there was 2 n e t s  and sometimes 3,  but the 

greater p a r t  of the time there was only 2 nets, 

You understand these hados run alternate years. 

Q. What i s  this year? 

A. Any ogd year--1891, '93, '95 and ' 97 - -  

they go by the odd year  when they are abundant. 

There are no f i s h  on the even year; we never 

f ind one. 

Q. Not one? 

A. Not one. They avoid the country a l t o -  

gether on t h i s  part of  the coast; and that i s  

one thing I would like you s c i e n t i s t s  t o  tell 

m e  something about. This year we have them. 

They are get t ing  them on the Fraser Q. 

River a lready.  

A. Yes, but very  few. 

Q. very few. 

A. In 1891 would be the next year now, and 

they canmencad on August 1 that year, Well, 4 
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se ines  commenced on 1800. Next day, 1300. 4 

se ines  next day, 3200.--Oh, well, general ly  they 

run them, the 4 se@es, up i n  the thousands; 

and caught over 275,000 from the 10th  of August, 

I had on an average about 4 seines. In 1891 

the  4 seines f rom the  1st of  August t o  the 1 0 t h  

of September, they gave me 154,702, Well, now 

the  heavies t  p a r t  of that run occurred from the 

1 7 t h  of August t o  the 29th o f  August. 

Q. You make a good deal of  the humpback 

i n  the years  when they occur? . 
A. Yes, sir. My t rade  has p r i n c i p a l l y  

been vlth the south and southeast .  I opened a 

t r ade  there  years  ago. I have been more success- 

ful i n  g e t t i n g  r i d  of t h i s  s tock than the othera ,  

because I opened i t  in e a r l y  times and made a 

trade In the south and southeas t ,  and as the  

manufacturing i n t e r e s t s  of the south increased 

my sa les  increased. 

Q. T h a t  is Lduth and southeast  from New 

York? 

A. Yes, I don ' t  mean from here, 
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Q. But a humpback is  n o t  as good as a 

8 ockey e? 

A. Oh my, no; the q u a l i t y  of them is far 

i n f e r i o r  t o  the  sockeye. I w a s  going t o  give 

you my record as I have i t .  

I n  1893 the hado; the t o t a l  In 1893 of the 

hados v a s  229,052, and t he  seines employed, they 

averaged about 7 seines .  That  year the g r e a t e s t  

run occurred--well, the g r e a t e s t  m n  was not un- 

t i l  the 8 t h  of September, 

Q. m e r e  does the humpback salmon go t o  

spawn; what you have In t h i s  region? 

A. Well, that is another p e c u l i a r i t y ;  

something that needs a n a t u r a l i s t  t o  explain. 

They avoid c e r t a i n  rivers, There is not one 

found i n  these r i v e r s ,  The only r i v e r s  that 

I know of that they go In to  In t h i s  nelghbor- 

hood, are the Elrau, the  Hokot, the Fish and 

th8 Dungeness rivers. 

Q. You don' t  t h ink  that those humpbacks 

which you g e t  here could go up i n  the  F rase r  

BirarP 
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A. Bo, I th ink  n o t .  We get  them t o o  l a t e  

here. Well, from my observations and exper- 

ience and that of my men--I have one m a n  down 

In the  lower  p a r t  of  the sound, and !:e r epor t s  

that humpbacks have been seen helow Dungeness. 

T h a t  would bring them up here--we genera l ly  
, 

f ind  them up  here from a week t o  20 days from 

when we first find them coning i n t o  the Straits .  

T h a t  i6 the  s i l v e r  salmon. I don't  know about 

the humpbacks because they come i n  l a r g e  schools 

and they move very slowly. Although they are 

a p r e t t y  vigorous f i s h ,  they d i e  very easily 

In the seine.  They make one spasmodic e f f o r t  

and then they seem t o  give up. They a r e  caught 

mostly w i t h  drag seines .  

Q. The seines you have been t a lk ing  about, 

a r e  they drag seines o r  purse seines? 

A. These s e i n e s  f o r  catching the humpbacks 

ar4 all drag seines .  

e. mere a r e  these se ines  hauled, i n  salt 

water? 

A. Yos, sir; they a m  hauled on the beach. 
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Q. Bow far,  i n  a general  way? 

A. Vhat, the  humpback? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, we ge t  them at  Sir-mile Point  and 

at Muckilteo, and &t the mouth o f  the Snohomish. 

The f i s h  that we have, t h e  hados and the hump- 

backs, come i n  the Straits, and some come I n  

from the north. 

Q. Through Boletas Channel? 

A. Yes; up above Vancouver. They come 

down from Vancouver. I think we ge t  them from 

the # t r a i t s  i n  the same way. Why I think so is  

that the humpbacks we get  i n  Braser River m o s t l y  

come i n  through the Straits  of Fuca, and the  

others that  come up i n  here come through Decep- 

t i o n  Pass, and there  is one school that we al- 

ways find coming around Skagit  Head within 28 

miles  o r  here. Those we f i n d  i n  the in s ide  

sound at Utsalady, and those f i s h  must come 

through Deception Pass. They don't c e r t a i n l y  

d iv ide  the re  because there  mus t  be a d i s t i n c t  

school. Then, they come through the Gulf of 
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Georgia. Now, these f i s h  that come i n  here 

must cane from the Fraser  River,  o r  why should 

they come In here and around that  way ( i l l u s -  

t r a t i n g ) ?  

Q. O f  course,  you know t h i s  is a matter  

on which we a re  e n t i r e l y  ignorant? 

A. W e l l ,  there  are a g rea t  many f i s h  come 

In  through the Straits and go  up i n t o  the Fraser  

River,  and I th ink  they come up around Orcas 

I s l and ,  and come up here t o  Whidby, and why 

should they break down here and go through here ,  

and t W n  go r i g h t  down and come up I n  by 

Snohomlsh. Down through the S t r a i t s  of  Fuca 

and up is  what we c a l l  the course of  the Fraser  

River f ish.  

There WELB a l a r g e  run of  f i s h  down below. 

I have j u s t  got a repor t  f rom one of  my men a t  

Whatcon, but i t  only l4sts f o r  a l i t t l e  while 

and it I s  a l l  done nor. 

Q. How, up In the Fraser River they say 

the humpback spawn everywhere and anynhere; In 

l i t t l e  creeks, and evsry s o r t  of place of that 
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cha rac t e r ,  and even i n  d ra ins  sometimes; and 

p i l e  i n  c lose  together.  

A. I know nothing o f  them, excepting that 

they go i n t o  these c e r t a i n  streams. After they 

once ge t  i n  f r e s h  water they ge t  very slimy. 

4. 
A. Yes. Let me say t h a t  my experience 

has been that t h e  f a l l  f i s h  taken on the Columbia 

River,  Oregon River ,  and Puget Sound waters-- 

the f a l l  f i s h ,  understand; the sp r ing  f i s h  a r e  

A l l  your  f i s h  a r e  caught i n  s a l t  water? 

all r ight--but  the fall f i s h  a r e  mr5h l e s s  as 

being t o o  near spawning and the  f r e s h  water has 

that e f f e c t  on them. They ge t  s i c k ,  and I sup- 

pose the spami% weakens them so that the f l e s h  

is reduced t o  no t a s t e  a t  all, and they a r e  not 

hea l thy  I suppose. 

Q. I think i t  was the  general  opinion on 

the  Fraser River that a f t e r  the  25th of August . 

the sockeye were beginning t o  f a i l ,  and a good 

m y  said they would not  i n j u r e  t h e i r  brand by 

p u t t i n g  up such f i sh .  

A. I think on f r e sh  mte r - -we l l ,  you 
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could not c a l c u l a t e  hardly;  the sockeye gener- 

a l l y  commence in June and they keep paddling 

along--but w h a t  is d i s t i n c t l y  known as the fall 

f i s h  i n  the month o f  August, September and 

Oc toberr--- - T h a t  is as much as I know of the  hado, 

that the re  have been years  where the ca t ch  has 

been l i g h t e r  than o the r s ,  b u t  as far as decreas- 

ing or being decimated by commerce, I cannot 

no t ice  i t  a t  a l l .  I n  f a c t ,  w i t h  more a p p l i -  

ances than I had i n  years  gone by,  I can s t i l l  

ge t  g r e a t e r  q u a n t i t i e s  than I had a t  that time. 

That is, w i t h  the  hados,  and a l s o  w i t h  the 

others.  The hadoes go up these r ivers-- they 

avoid the DulPamish River and a l s o  the  Skagit 

River--1 think v a r y  fer a r e  found i n  the  Skagit 

River ,  but the 2 rivers here that I depend on is 

the  Puyallup and the  Snohomish. I am right here 

at the mouth of th i s  river and I know they never 

go in, and the Indian legend is the  same. I have 

employed the same men and t h e i r  f a t h e r s  f o r  the 

last 18 o r  20 years. They go up those r i v e r s  and 

a r e  found a t  the headwaters. 
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Q. What s o r t  o f  r i v e r s  a re  they that they 

go up? 

A. Well, they a r e  mountain streams. How 

fa r  up they go I don ' t  know. They have been 

found up a l m o s t  as high as salmon could go; up 

t o  the r ap ids ;  and a curious thing about it is 

there  have been some young salmon found above 

the falls. 

Q. How high? 

A. O h ,  25 fee t .  Now how do you suppose 

that is? Could i t  have been b i r d s  that impreg- 

nated the eggs and then dropped them? These 

r e r  e hump bn ck 8 . 
Q. Is there  no o ther  connection? 

A. Nothing that was ever known of. There 

a r e  l i t t l e  branches that they might poss ib ly  

have gone up. 

These fish come in myriads when they do 

come i n  a good lieason and there  has been no 

b c i m a t i o n  by the amount that has been taken. 

Q. The extent  of the  fishing ca r r i ed  on 

here has not been very great? 
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A. No, not on Puget Sound.' I suppose 

within t h i s  las t  18 years  I have packed about 

280,000 o r  300,000 cases a t  the  mos t ,  in that 

whole time. There has been severa l  o the r  can- 

n e r i e s  here. There was 4 canneries In  t h i s  

neighborhood at one time. I am the only one 

wi th in  70  miles  now. Same moved t o  Alaska and 

some were s o l d  out by the s h e r i f f .  

Q. There a r e  no canneries  above you at  

all? 

A. No; none a t  the upper p a r t  o f  the  

Sound. 

Q. And the  neares t  below; is  there  one 

bu il di  ng - - - 'P 

A. There is one bui ld ing  at P o r t  Andrews, 

but they a r e  novices an6 don't know anything 

about the h a b i t s  of the salmon. 

Q. D i d  you begin here before you r e n t  t o  

the Columbia River? 

A. No; I ras on the  Columbia River before 

I came here. I operated on the  Columbia River 

for a mnber of years--and I was very for tuna te  
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i n  leaving.  We were t o o  t h i ck  there ,  and I 

thought  I might a6 w e l l  quit,?while I w a s  young. 
and 

Now the  s i l v e r  salmon--Jhey have them at  

good's Canal; that is f a r t h e r  than I go----.  

Q. What i s  Hood's Canal; is i t  a l l  salt 

water? 

A- Oh, yes; i t  is  an arm of the  sea. It 

is  a rough,  mountainous country,  and i t  j u s t  runs 

r ight i n t o  the sea. Fish  run up a l l  through 

these l i t t l e  p laces ,  Duckabush and Dusewallips. 

This used t o  be a very important lumbering 

country here a t  the mouth, around P o r t  Gamble. 

Q. Ve intended t o  go t o  work and survey 

Hood's C a n a l  w i t h  the  Albatross ,  but have not 

gotten t o  it. 

A. It  is very deep and narrow-and i t  is 

s a n d ;  

i n ,  and with the moonlight sh in ing  on the  snow, 

r i t h  the mountains, you a r e  hemmed right 

it i s  a grand sight. 
* 

e. Blow, I in t e r rup ted  you M r .  Myers. 

. . b. 
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A. V e l l ,  I r an  f o r  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  4 years 

ago--1 am more i n t e r e s t e d  in our f i s h i n g  l a w s  

than anything e l s e ,  b u t  unfor tuna te ly  our l as t  

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  the Republicans were i n  the ma jo r -  

i t y  by 52, and we antagonized ourselves on the 

c e n t r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  and we d i d  not get  ouC b i l l s  

through. And then, besides  l c c a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  we 

d i d  not get  through a good l a w  on the Columbia 

River. I voted 41 days for M r .  Dolph, but we d i d  

not  e l e c t  h i m .  If we had continued 4 o r  5 days 

more we might have got ten  i n t o  personal d i f f i -  

c u l t i e s  by g e t t i n g  ourselves worked up. 

I em always very much i n t e r e s t e d  and w i l l i n g  

t o  give information that w i l l  be of i n t e r e s t  

and develop the indus t ry ,  and a t  the same t h e  

perpe tua te  the  s tock  of f i s h .  I was Well 

acquainted w i t h  Capt. Col l ins  and M r .  Vilcox. 

f was there  I o r  6 years ago; and a t  the Wor ld ' s  

F a i r  I was acquainted in t ima te ly  w i t h  Collins. 

Q. We a r e  beginning now on the  s i l v e r  

salmon, o r  coho. 

A. Well, the  s i l v e r  salmon come in--they 
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make t h e i r  appearance i n  September. I n  1889 I 

think on the 28th of August was t he  f irst  and 

e a r l i e s t  s i l v e r  salmon that I ever took. Now 

I was t e l l i n g  you about those sockeyes. I have 

J u s t  come t o  i t .  Itlwas on the  26th o f  August, 

1889, that I received the sockeyes, and t h e r e  

was o n l y  10 of  them. 

Q. Do the sockeyes correspond w i t h  any- 

thing on the  Columbia River? 

A. Oh, yes; I be l ieve  they a r e  i d e n t i c a l  

w i t h  the f i s h  we call the blue back. I think,  

however, they a re  a poorer f i sh ,  but we f i n d  

them In the salt  water f i s h ,  and you take a 

salt water f i s h  and put h i m  i n  f r e s h  water and 

he is not as  symmetrical a6 when i n  s a l t  water. 

And these  f i s h  l o o k  d i f f e r e n t  from w h a t  they do 

i n  the Columbia River. You gentlemen might 

explain t o  me why it is  that f i s h  have so much 

slime on them, a8 we f i n d  them i n  the  salt r a t e r .  

Vakeham:--1 don' t  th ink  the  At l an t i c  salmon 

have 

A. Well, sir, I r e a l l y  th ink  that when 



-26- 

our f i sh  come here; the e a r l y  f i s h ,  and i n  f a c t  

during the  season the re  i s  more o r  less o f  it-- 

but on the outs ide of  the  f i s h  there  is from 

1/16 t o  1/8 of a coat ing  on them; and i t  is 

almost impossible f o r  h i m  t o  hold  i t .  I n  e a r l y  

tfmes I used t o  th ink  that I could take that 

off and can the f i s h  by using c e r t a i n  a r t i c l e s  

such as salt--1st them soak and salt and then 

brush it  o f f ,  but the grea t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  put- 

t ing the f i s h  i n t o  the can, they would s l i p  out 

of our hands and,vobble around all the  time, and 
would 

then i n  cooking the fish all t h i s  slime that 

was on the outs ide  m u l d  congeal on the t op  of 

the fish. But I found but that the atmosphere 

w a s  the best thing t o  c lean  them. I took my 

i i eh  one time that I could not take ca re  of, and 

I noticed that there was immense p i l e s  of  slime 

l a y i n g  a l l  around t h e  f i s h ,  and I picked up the 

f i s h ,  and the s c a l e s  were p e r f e c t l y  new and 

clean, and I found that the atmosphere was the  

best thing f o r  it because the a i r  J u s t  loosened 

It; and I haveraved all the  salt that I was 
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formerly using. That one thing I have always 

noticed more particularly about the silver salmon; 

there is more slime on them than any of the 

others. I suppose that slime- is a coating that 

gives elasticity to them in the water, and at 

the same time gives wannth to their bodies. What 

are your Ideas as to that? 

Wakeham:--I don't know. They seem much 

more slimy here. We had our attention called to 

that by Mr. men,  and he alluded to the fact 

that they are not so slimy on the Atlantic coast 

waters. 

A. The humpbacks come up the Stillaguamish 

and they don't go up the Skagit at a l l .  The:r 

silver salmon commence running abont--1 never 

make any preparation before the 4th of September 

and I always look to see the close--I never 

make any dependence after the 23rd of October 

for silver salmon. Although i n  1886, when the 

8ea8on had been a very disastrous one here, I 

heard that there were some fish at what We 

Called then--whem the t o m  Of Everett iS now, 
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and It w a s  called Telegraph Poin t ,  and I was 

i n  the  a c t  of s t o r i n g  my se ines  and the  men had 

come i n t o  the office t o  s e t t l e ,  and when this 

r e p o r t  came i n ,  t o  encourage them t o  t r y  a day 

o r  t w o  longer  I t o l d  them I would take them down 

there  and take 2 se ines ,  and I s t a r t e d  them i n  

about 2 o'clock in the morning and at half  past 

5 I was  t he re  and I never  saw so many salmon 

in my l i f e ,  and by 11 b'clock I had 10,500 

salmon i n  the  boat.  : and i n  one se ine  I be- 

l i e v e  the Indian had 10,000 fish i n  i t  and t o  

save them--they were jumping over--and he 

hauled his cork l i n e  too t i g h t  and broke his 

line, and at  the  same time he got 3,390. ' The 

other  Indian,  rho m a s  more caut ious ,  continued 

f i s h i n g  the re  3 days and I got  28,000 f i s h ,  and 

the 4th day there  was not a fish t o  be found o r  

heard of .  The school had passed and there  w a s  

not a fish found that season a f t e m r d s .  The 

-habits of  the silver rpalmon;; they school,  but 

they distrimte themselves, especially in t h i s  

bay, &hare $8 so much steamboating going on 
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that the f i s h i n g  I s  not as good (t8 I t  was In 

earlier y e a r s ;  they dlstribpte themselves and 

are fotmd Jumping all over. Those f i s h ,  we 

never think o f  going after them w i t h  seines. 

I employ different kind8 of seines. The seines 

we employ in th is  business for capturing the 

sllver salmon I s  the purse seined I had been 

here a nnmber of years and been always fishing 

these drag seines and what we cal led a fly 

B S h O ,  8nd I Was croasfng the bay-my C m e v  

w a s  on the opposite  shore then, and I had some 

bullfness on th is  s i d e ,  and f had 8 Chinaman 

t o  p u l l  me back and forth, and while we were 

pulling aero88 he told me, '@you ought t o  get 

mine all the same Chhman,w and I asked him 

what kind of seines they were, and he safd, "Oh, 

they a r e  big aad deep," and I listened t o  hi8 

s t o n ,  and 60 giY8 an explanatich Of i t ,  he 

picked up a newrpaper and raid wmake than a l l  

tho 8a?ne that wayn (illurtrattng). That was an 

Mea. Ha 8aid make them 1600 feet ,  about 2000 

rsst long, and apalce them 200 or 300 f e e t  deep. 



-30- 

I raid i t  would cost  l o t s  of money. Ha sa id ,  

"Oh, yes,  l o t s  o r  money, but catch heap fish.w 

He ranted me t o  l e t  h3.m try it and said he would 

put the nets  together I f  I w o u l d  l e t  him have 

them, and I said a l l  r ight ,  I rill not charge you 

anything. He  rent hame and I got 8 m a n  t o  help 

hiim fir up hie nets; and that fellow the next 

day broaght me 5,000 fish. 

then that I had a seine that would work. 

I vas satisfied 

Q. You don't mean to say that was the first 

pur8e seine here? 

A. That was the first correct purse seine 

here, but there was lots of purse seine8 here. 

I had seen them here, but there was none or 

them urehrl seines. They w o a d  came out here 

and I would buy their webbing and cat 3% up t o  

make drag aelnee. '11011, the result of  it w a s  
\ 

that the next year I ordered some 8,000 lbrr. 

or twine and I made it in 2 seiner. I made I t  

266 fathoaarr long and S5 fathams deep. 

air, I had CL rrelm thmn. Thore was a feeling 

agalmt th4 Chinamen b r a ;  

Well, 

and then I employed 
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men from the  Columbia River. I brought over the 

best men I had over there, but when they got 

over here they could not work it and they con- 

demned i t ,  and I had a l o t  of bother. These 

2 seines had cost  me about#3,000, and my compet- 

i t o r 8  were laughing t o  see  how I had thrown 

away my money. These fishermen would not allow 

the Chinaman t o  learn them anything about fish- 

ing. We f o o l e d  around almost 2 reeks and it 

cost me money t o  keep those fellows, and at 

l a a t  I t o l d  the boy6 we might a8 w e l l  qu i t .  

Well ,  what are you going t o  do w i t h  your se ine?w 

they said. "1 am going t o  give them t o  the 

Ohinanrrm,m I r e p l i e d ;  and the  next day t h e  

.Ohheman r e n t  out w i t h  the Indians,  and I had 

fish that year u n t i l  I could not breathe.  

These seines were d i f f e r e n t l y  constructed rram 

the others.  

Q. They -8 described h the  Fish c m i 8 -  

.Ion reports  a r e  they not? 

A. Ho; X hare never given them any deo- 

aription or them, u o s p t  t o  call them p r s e  
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seines. They are expensive. I had 10 of thas;  

U 8 i =  them t r a m  scows and boats. Phey all uBe 

them now i n  this neighborhood, but I waB the 

or iginator  of them, The ilBhermsn watched my 

men maklng them, but still they f ind out t h e i r  

seines  are not made like mine. 

The s i l v e r  s&on run here -til about the 

2bth--th0 l a t e s t  W8 f ished wa8 on the 28th O f  

October, 1886. The s i l v e r  salmon run every  

year. There has been repor t s  that the eilrer 

oalmon had been decimated, but my product ha8 

been increasing rram the l owes t ,  1878 cases, t o  

18,000 cases. Last year I did not come out 

tor tunate  an8 '18 packed 12,000 case6. The 

o i l r e r  salmon frequsqt almost all the r ivers  of 

w e t  B0-d. 

Q, They go i n to  the Fraser? 

A. I think that is rhat they cal l  the 

coho in the  PFarer. My 1MLcc088 ha6 been 

prindprl ly  watching the meanMring habi t s  of 

tM a.itver 8 i l m o n ;  In thi8 bay Sutmtimss there  

h# basn a great mmbu cmiag in and other 



years they have not been, and at the same t h e  

when there has been a l i g h t  run here there has 

been an immense run in the Bnohmish and the 

Skagit and the Stlllaguamish; and down below 

all my sail boats  have been picking them up at 

a l l  points; and they are found up at the heads 

of the r iver# ,  just the same as the humpback, and 

they are found dead. The vigorous ones--a8 

far as coming back, you folks know whether they 

come back or  not--but we always think it  I s  

on ly  the vigorous ones. ~y information lcas 

gotten from the Indians, and i t  has orlginated 

with them that only the vigorous one6 get back, 

o r  all kinds of  r i a .  Ir yon ra tch the salmon 

from the entrance @an the sea i n t o  the shal- 

lower r a t e r s  you rill find that fellow har a 

turbulent time; and he become8 exhausted from 

his travel8 and from the bruising, and spamlng; 

aud he mu8t  be a sick kind o r  a fellow a f t e r  

he ha8 got up there, rXthout he has got a 

hospital t o  go Into t o  recover, and there is 

* 

no 8tWh thing a hO6pital f o r  the BB~II~QxI, 



-34- 

bect3U6d the  enemy still  pursue them. 

Q. Do these salmon feed i n  the f r e s h  r a t e r  

at  all, do you think? 

A. These salmon? 

Q. Any of them? 

A. We have never found any fish that we 

a re  conversant w i t h  In the  stomachs of the  

salmon. Bat we f i n d  i n  the s i l v e r  salmon d m  

here sanething that ro8smbles her r ing ,  and I 

imagine, from the  f a c t  that the  s i l v e r  salmon 

going a f t e r  the t r o l l ,  represent ing  a f i s h  i n  

the water,  that they must ea t .  Nor, I have 

been very much i n t e r e s t e d ,  and I don't mor 

whether, in reading the  accounts o$ the Albatrors 

of the  explora t ions  they made outs ide the Col- 

umbia River, or  in t h e i r  deep sea  sounding8 

they found rood similar t o  what we f o m d  i n  the 

rtomachr of the Columbia River  salmon, and I 

have often been aaked where the  salmon cane 

rrom--the same ray in the S t r a i t s  or Fuca in 

the deepest rater the ram0 thing occurred there ,  

and I hare, frm tho80 exploration6, been led t o  
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bel ieve  that they mas t  came frun iEnenre depths,  

and no doubt they remain t h e r e  u n t i l  nature  

drives them i n t o  the  rivers. We had an idea 

before t he  salmon were discovered in Alaska, 

that the  salmon mst come from the  nor th ,  but 

they had t h e i r  special seasons for going i n  

t he re  j u 6 t  the same as t he  Columbia River. 

If they cane from long dl8tances the whales and 

rea lions that p a r m e  them; they would soon 

become e x t i n c t .  What is your idea? I may be 

vi8ion-y about i t  w i t h  that kind of an idea. 

Q. Dr. Takeham is the man r h o  lives 

the salmon region- 

Wakeham:--'le know very l i t t l e  of what 

becom8 of the Salmon a f t e r  It l eaves  the  rivers. 

Of courae on the A t l a n t i c  coast  the  salmon does 

not die  In the r iver ,  and it i 8  a very uausual 

th ing  t o  l e e  a dead salmon. 

A. On the pussage up the r i v e r s  no doubt 

they becano exhausted a great deal. 

Q. But they 88- t o  die here even in 

c)Im08 where thap do not necassarlly become 
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exhausted, because they f i n d  them dying i n  

creeks near  the sea. 

A. Those may be r e tu rn ing  f i s h ,  because I 

have seen them on the  Colunbia  River In  l i t t l e  

bays way np In out of the  way places ,  r ight  

below m i l l  dams, all covered w i t h  s p o t s  and 

sores; and then I have 8een them--1 have seen 

f i sh  in the  Vll lamette  River a t  Portland--1 

remember seeing that salmon j u s t  going g l i d i n g  

r igh t  along and he d id  not hardly move h i s  

f i n s ;  j u s t  eeemed t o  be t o o  much for him t o  

move. That was a re tu rn ing  fish no doubt, 

exhaurted. He was not  covered w i t h  these 

animalcules that we 888 on them, but still  

nobody c o u l d  hare picked him up. He was w h a t  

We c a l l  a sick fish. 

Q. Do you have the dog salmon d o m  here? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I was going t o  r i a a h  up 

QII the s i l v e r  salmon. They go up the r ivers 

and re never see them. Their diaappearance is 

like the f a l l i n g  or a rock rram a precipice.  

?hare may be a very good run, as my books dl1 
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show, f o r  2 or 3 days, and i t  w i l l  drop o f f  

u n t i l  it w i l l  get down t o  40 or 50 t o  a boat, 

and next day there  wont be a fish, Their dis-  

appearance is sudden. 

Q. How do they correspond with the hmp- 

backs in exten t  of catch and pack? 

A. Oh, they don't run nearly--Veil, I 

don' t  know but w h a t  they might be near ly  equa l ,  

and rill expla in  why I think so. The hump- 

backs they have certain r ivers;  the others go 

into all the  rivers. The s i l v e r  salmon rill 

distribute themselves more. He is more migra- 

t o r y  than the others.  The other  center  most at  

certain po in t s ,  but the time they are here rill 

dirfer. If anything the s i l v e r  salmon last 

probably a l i t t l e  longer;  probably 6 reeks; 

whi le  the other ell not over 5, which is the 

l onges t  record I have ever had, and it is 

generally 4 reeks. 

The Indian name of i t  ir Skoritt, I rill 

reatark this; that I don' t  pack any dog salmon, 

bat E pack a great many Skoritz. 

Tho dog salmon we have. 

People would 
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Skoxite. Their  meason is, 2 r e e k s  before the  

s i l v e r  salmon leave, usual ly  ge t  the 8lrowltc, 

I rill give you an Idea o r  their first appear- 

ance. I n  1869 the  first 8 k o w l t s  I received 

-8 on the  I t h  of October. There vas a few 

s c a t t e r i n g  f l eh  on the 25th of October, and 

t h e i r  last appearance was on the  27th. In 

1890 the f i r a t  appearance of the s k o r l t t  was 

on the  17th of October. Here I s  a break in 

this. On the  218t 6f October, 1891--b~t  they 

cmue f r a m  Bood's Canal. The dog salmon n m  in 

Hood's Canal much earlier than they do here. 

It is a s ingu la r  t h ing  that the season is 

almost reversed there ,  the dog salmon cape 

first and then fol low the  s i l ve r  salmon. It 

I s  a singular thing, but I never gave much 

a t t e n t i o n  t o  It ,  and only  know that t o  be a 

fact. They canmeneed In. 1891--the last f f rh  

1[ reoefoed that year o r  the dog salmon--they 

hrdl Stepped -*--+as the 9th Or November, 

In 1892 I received the f i r a t  dog ralmon *an 
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Hoodt8 C a n a l  on the 10th of September. m e  

they did not commence manning un t i l  the Z l s t  o r  

September. T h a t  was a very ear ly  year f o r  them, 

The la6t received was the 15th of Novmber. 

In 1893 it was on the 30th o r  September. !?he 

last was the 17th or  Blovsmber. In 1894 it  w a s  

the 27th o r  September. The last was the 17th  

O r  November. These f i s h  are  the most V i g O r O U 8  

fish that come i n to  the Sound I believe. 

they first come I think they are equally a8 good 

as the tyee,  i f  not as good as the s i lver  sal- 

mon; although they a r e  not as good In color. 

They change t h e i r  color at  the las t  and @re very 

pale.  Their hide becomes black and spotted like 

a tyee. 

When 

Q. Do $hey run up many o r  the rivers  here? 

A. They run up all of them. They are 

l i k e  the silver 8almon. There are bmnense 

quantities o r  them heme at t h e s ,  and they a r e  

not distributed and m i p a t o r y  In t h e i r  habits,  

T h f s  follow rparne mostly at the mouths o r  the 

rinrr In tho rand. They a re  much b e t t e r  than 
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they are up In the Inlet. 

Q. Do you have the  s tee lhead  here? 

A. The s tee lhead  re have very f ew.  They 

a r e  more f o r  fresh market. I know all t h e i r  

h a b i t s ;  they go I n t o  the r i v e r s ,  but Messrs, 

Ainsnorth &@unn can give you 8 b e t t e r  idea of 

them. 

Q. Is there any other  salmon you think of 

here? 

A. Well, there is a l i t t l e  salmon, but I 

never s tud ied  t h e i r  habi t s ,  excepting 6eeing 

them in the marketr and my fishermen br inging 

them In. I have caught shad here. 

Q. How many shad have you caught? 

A. Ju8t only  a stray one, I suppose 

there I 6  p len ty  of shad over on the Columbia 

River;  they are very cheap. 

Q. l e  there  any drfrting done about here 

at a l l 4  

A. l o t  In the bay. Thut  is why I don't 

understand much about the steelheads; re seldaa 

cateh the steelheads In the pound n e t s  or In  
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the  purse seines; 

r ivers ,  and a r e  caught i n  s e t  n8tB. The drlrt 

they a r e  mostly caught i n  the 

nets are the  same as a s e t  net ,  but on account 

o r  the  d i f fe ren t  currents  and tide reefs that 

dri@t,,back and forward, a r e  t o o  much for them, 

and then, berides,  so much steamboating here,  

around 

but near the mouths of the rivers-and then they 

conanand a much b e t t e r  price than re can afford 

t o  pay tor canning them; that is steelheads, 

Q. They speak of  them in a g r o a t  many 

p l a c e s  a8 being a t rout  r a the r  than a salmon. '- 

A. Yes; on the Columbia re would not t a k e  

them a t  one time. Now they a re  ge t t ing  as high 

as 2 cents  a pound f o r  than, 

Q. Nor, the methods of f i sh ing  in Puget 

Bound are--you hate the purse eeines? 

A. Pes. Drag eeinos, puree eeines,  trap8 

and g i l l  nots. 

Q. The g i l l  notr 'always being s e t ?  . 

A. VOU, I am only speaking or th i s  iocal ip.  

I norer heard the mon t o l l  me that they r o t  them 

i n  the mouths of the rivers and in the rlvers. 
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Q. They don't set them i n  the bay? 

* A. They do if they can find p i l e s .  

Q. Bhat is  the trap net l i k e ;  is i t  as 

big an affair as the traps fished aboat Point 

Roberts? 

A. I t  is the same thing. 

Q. Are there many f i shed in t h i s  region? 

A. Not many. I gave considerable atten- 

t ion  t o  i t  some years ago and Invested #8,000 

Or #9,000 in i t  and it  never paid m e ,  and I 

never got the value of one-tenth of i t ,  and when 

I rae burned out I eliminated trapmr fran my 

portroi io .  

Q. Does nobody e l s e  use traps about here? 

A. l o .  The s i l v e r  salmon I am s a t i s f i e d  

don't lay, but the sockeyes do and the humpbacks 

where tha traps are put in. 

Q. Then the purse seine is the most eqen-  

sire thing aaed? 

A. Yoo, In this neighborhood. 

Q. T h a t  is t o  the upper part? 

A. Pes, air .  
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Q. And down as far as where? 

A. Down as far as--Well, i t  is d o m  In 

the S t r a i t s ;  I think the only traps thore a re  

at a place ca l led  Stewart Island. If you can 

8ee San Juan Is land you w i l l  see a l i t t l e  

island cal led Walkers; there are traps down 

there ,  and then up above at Po in t  Roberts is  

the other place. There a r e  2 traps on the 

north end of Ltumni Is land,  and I guoss that  is 

the l O W e 8 t  down traps a r e  s e t ,  except at the 

mouth of the Frasor River. The canadians don't 

allow any traps on t h e i r  side I believe. 

Q. Bo, except in Boundary Bay. 

A. Do they allow them in  Boundary Bay? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I think they a r e  damn f o o l s  then if 

t M y  don't go i n  there and f i l l  them up. 

thiak it is r idiculous t o  ostracize a cortain 

kind of gear. 

I 

De8troy om engine and a man rill 

in ten t  6mOthing more d 8 8 t n t C t i V O .  1 W a n t  t o  

bo advartirrad a8 advocating this proceduro: make 

th, laws bo that ycm rill Imprison a man instead 
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of f ining him. A fellor rill go on the 

Columbia River and Pay $60 ror the orrenee ,  

and at the same time make s200. 

l a w s  are lobbying8. 

Our Amorlcan 

Q. What i s  your general idea o r  fishory 

l eg i s l a t ion ;  what  w i l l  salmon stand? 

A. Well, I think t h a t  the Ingenuity of 

the  salmon is equal t o  the ingenuity o r  man, t o  

capture and escape. I think that the only 

necessary l eg ik l a t ion  I s ,  l e g i s l a t e  cartaln 

seasons f o r  f iehing,  conUemn cer ta in  streams on 

which a re  es tabl ished hatcheries. 1 th ink ,  in 

8 fer words, that is all the needed leg is la t ion .  

Q. How, you take the Fraser River, tr you 

ha-re only  one stream in which the sockeye 6008 

up. How, you have than fishing frau 8UmaS dom 

t o  the mouth o r  the river and from the mouth of 

the r i v e r  out t o  t h o  boundary. Then when you 

came on this  side or the  lime you have f i sh ing  

all around Point Roborts. 

tah a l l  the sockopo that coni8 through the 

8trafts of mea. Xow, h W  YOU going t o  

BOW, that 8deXrl8 to 
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8ave those flsh? IC I s ,  or c o u r ~ e ,  t o  t he  

I n t e r e s t  o r  those rho are engaged i n  the  r i sh lng  

that t h o  fish should be preserved. They don ' t  

r a n t  t o  C Q t e h  t p  a l l  up i n  one o r  two gears. 

A. Well, my idea I s  the same as In other  

\ 

* ; b  . 

streams. 

Q. But what I mean is you have no chance 

thero. You have not got s eve ra l  streams, one 

of which you can shut off as a preserve. 

A. They must cer ta in ly- - there  are other  

etraams emptying into t he  Braser ,  and they must 

go up those stroams. 

Q. But there  is no f i s h i n g  allowed i n  the 

Fraser above a cor fa ln  dis tance.  The whole 

upper p a r t  of the  Fraser  is protected.  

A. Well, that is good enough then. Tho 

only thing is I r o a d  shorten tho season for 

them t o  fish. I be l i eve  in the  condsmnation of 

c e r t a i n  streams. Like t h o  W i l l m a t t e  River 

for ins tanca ;  that river has good ground f o r  

spctming. 

Q. Do you think the t i s h f n g  apparatus  at 
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the mouth o r  the Columbia River and at tho mouth 

of the Fraser River a l l o w  enough f i s h  to go up? 

A. Oh, undoubtedly; but I think it is 

becoming--well, I think there i s  enough escape 

t o  keep up, with artificial propagation, but I 

think i t  would be much b e t t e r  t o  shorton the 

season, Tor a certain number o r  years at all 

ovents. I be l i eve  i t  w o u l d  bo a good idea t o  

shorten the eea~on f o r  a number of years; say 

]Cor 5 yoars. T h a t  w o u l d  be enough to  t r y  tho 

oxporlment, and if i t  was no benef i t ,  then t o  

open it  again. 

Q. Now, at tho present t h e  thrro is no 

091denco that the f i s h  on the Frasor River have 

dmcroased. It is one o f  thoee things which is 

hard t o  t o l l .  You don't notice the decroarre 

until there is  8 good deal o f  a decrease, 80 

that if that ware tr ied  there i t  would Ww 
6bov anything. mt is  the extent  of your 

no88021 horo? 

A. Well, they f ish for  tho sockoyo up t o  
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tho 25th of  August; then they stop until the 

last of the sockeye run is over, and then thoy 

allow them to begin again about the 10th of 

Sep t ember . 
Wakeham:--And they f i s h  with the same 

sockeye net for humpback and dog salmon. There 

is a l s o  in  the Fraser River a long weemy 

close time. They do not f i s h  from Saturday 

morning unt i l  Sunday evening. 
- 

& Those are good l a w s ,  but I believe it 

would be well enough t o  eliminate that Sunday 

clause and shorten the time of f ishing. B a t  

without you have concurrent jurisdict ion wlth 

t h i s  country it amounts t o  nothing. T h a t  is 

the only  thing. 

Q. How would your 1- do with regard to 

the trap nete, t o  have a weekly C l O S 8  season? 

A. we l l ,  certainly.  

Q. I mean i n  that ease? 

A. Certainly; have the dame thing t o  

apply t o  than both. But I would a d r i r a  by  
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making t h i s  c lose  season. Irmay not be on 

t he  Canadian s ide ,  but it rill be on the American 

s ide.  experience as a Fish  Cammissioner o r  

Oregon; I have h i red  teams t o  go out and watch 

them, and we hare at t h e s  caught them, and I 

f i n d  that on those sand heads they rill get in 

qu ie t  out-or-the-way p laces ,  and they rill have 

guards, so that there  is not one out of 50 that 

is taken. 

Q. Then d id  you begin on the  Colunbia 

River? 

A. I f in i shed  there  in 1875. The last 

canning I d id  was i n  1888. I was Fish Com- 

missioner  from 1891 t o  1893, and my experience 

has led me t o  be l ieve  that It would be much 

b e t t e r  t o  dispense w i t h  the c lose  season. 

Make the l h o l e  season shorter;  then a man r h o  

is found w i t h  a ne t  in his boat ,  he w a s  not 

allowed t o  u8e it during this Close season--he 

may have his net fn the boat I believe--but 

ming the weekly el068 aeasart, by the t h e  

yott got  out Of sight he may be fishing. 
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Q. Yon would  shorten the time a t  the end? 

A. Ye8, sir; at  e i t h e r  end. 

Q. What I r a n t  t o  ask you 1s this:  You 

h o w  the fish that are hatched by the Fish Can- 

mission on the Columbia are  the fall run only? 

A. Undoubtedly. I don't say al together ,  

but w h a t  f e r  fish are  taken there  r e  get  up i n  

$he streams. N o r ,  on the Clackcamas, that is 

the only hatchery and is m e d  by the United 

States .  

Q. Nor, rishennen claim we are hatching 

the fall f i sh ;  that re a re  only hatching the 

f i s h  that come back In  the fall and a re  not 

benef i t t ing  the spring run. 

A. I don't bel ieve that. The gentleman 

that Is in charge o r  it  there  h o w 8  as much 

about spring fish a8 m y  expert, and is mien-  

t i r i c  on it. But o r  l a t e  years,  on account o r  

the ob8truatlons In the  Clackamas River, he 

has not been able t o  get a8 many fish as for- 

merly. But I thfnk rea l ly  the cause of having 

so many chinoolt ralnran In the r i v e r  this year 
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may be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a r t i f ic ia l  propagationr 

I have no doubt of it. This year i t  has been 

expected the re  would be a good many, as they 

were taking very l a r g e  fish. The canneries  

the~360lVeS have made up a fund of some $~O,OOO 

o r  $15,000, and they a r e  going t o  operate a 

hatchery of t h e i r  om. 

Q. Well, now, don't  you think that there 

rhould be same m s t r i c t i o n s  put upon the  amount 

of apparatus used? 

A. I don' t  think It is poss ib le  t o  do It. 

I don't 888 hoe---- 

Q. Canada does i t  everywhere. 

A. Tell, I don' t  know how it would be in 

the  United Sta tes .  There is no l i m i t  t o  a man's 

business. I don ' t  know of any other similar 

circumstance in any other buslness, of r e s t e d -  

ing the business. 

Q. The only thing is that When a man Is 

engaged ia farming he I s  p lan t ing  what he 

reaps. Bow, w i t h  the fish, you have a camon 

8toet,  and, of o a r s e ,  no one man can be expected 
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t o  look,oat  r o r  the  welfare  o r  that common 

s tock;  e i t h e r  the S t a t e  o r  Federal  government 

has g o t  t o  look out for it. #ow, the  quest ion 

is whether t he  government should not take every 

measure poss ib le  t o  keep up that s tock? 

A. Very t m e ,  but w i t h  our laws, I don' t  

understand how it can be done, but it may be. 

It would be a good idea. 

one, but how it  is t o  be done-it would be 

I admit it is  a good 

impossible. Another th ing ,  yon should 

l i m i t - i t  w o u l d  be l i k e  an excise  duty. 

division here might be allowed 40 n e t s ,  and 

This 

here i s  a place over here w i t h  a grea t  many 

f ish;  a m i n  might r a n t  t o  put In  his net, but  

carrnot do It the re  I s  so many n e t s  given out ,  

anb it would work,=  i n j u s t i c e ;  and a t  the same 

time if one canneryman was not &lowed t o  pnt 

in more n e t s  than  this, he could start another 

cannery and delfrer  all t h e  f i sh  Iran that 

cannery here. 

Q. On Lake trie the larger finas in the 

weetern mt--the SandYSlry Bf8h Company, as 1111 
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example-have come t o  the conclusion that they 

have got  t o  cut down the  amount of t h e i r  apparat- 

R8; and i t  amounts t o  t h i s  i n  the  end: that 

they cut  off a g rea t  dea l  of expense, and they 

w i l l  c a t ch  a propor t iona te ly  g r e a t e r  number of 

f i sh  w i t h  lees apparatus. That is ,  the  f i s h  

they do take c o s t s  them l e s s ,  because they have 

had out t h e r e  mi les  and m i l e s  of pound n e t s ,  

and making small catches,  and keeping up t h e i r  

n e t t i n g ,  buying n e t t i n g  every year  and employing 

large gangs of men; and the  result  has been that 

for t h e  l as t  fen years they have been l o s i n g  

money. 

A. X apprec ia te  the  idea, and be l ieve  it 

could be done between ourselves  much b e t t e r  

than it could  by l aw .  A t  t he  681318 time, ad- 

m i t t i n g  the  logic of your remarkethat we could 

et more i n  proport ion and be l e s s  expense t o  

us, and we naturally w o a d  do b e t t e r ;  but  t he re  

i r  60 many going into the buaPness, and they 

rant t o  make all they can a t  once. We tried 

t e  de thcrt on the Columbia River, bu t  t he re  vas 
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new establishnents started. 

Q. The only thing is; a state regulation 

which would place a limit on fishing, I f  such 

were enacted, those w.ho,are in it would be pro- 

tected, the t3me aa the fish, and 6f coarse thore 

In I t  earliest would actually receive the most 

protection. 

A. I road have been kind to that, but 

aa far QB Puget Sound is concerned, I would a8 

8OOn do less fishing--commence later or stop 

earlier--if it was necessary, but on Pnget 

Bound, we have never seen anything of that kind; 

It is not necessary. I am speaking individually, 

for myself', but my experience ha8 been on the 

Columbia RIver, where, I don't h o w ,  I believe 

it is shortening the chinook stock, but It has 

never been decimated as much as here, I believe. 

We hare extrrordinarg years. I ta6 on the river 

fn 1885 a d  1886, were the largest pack8 n, hare 

made, being,  the m e  year, 700,000, and the other 

6,OOO,OOO. 

la& year was ahnoat l ike  the standard. 

But taking those large years out ,  
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Q. What was t he  old pack? 

A. Oh, wel l ,  i t  r a n  rrom a pack of 2,000 

o r  3,000 cases  u n t i l  i t  got  t o  be 700,000. Last 

y e a r  they got something over 400,000. Former 

years they were running from 350,000 t o  450,000. 

Those fonner yeare everything was included In 

t he  s t o c k  of fish,  you understand; blue backs, 

8teelheads and chinook salmon were all m i x e d  

toge ther ,  but now they a r e  d i s t i n c t .  But, w i t h  

all that, I think the chinook salmon a r e  a grea t  

dea l  less the last  3 or  4 years. Since they have 

been keeping them separa te  they a re  receding. 

It may be this  year there  rill be a l a r g e r  pack 

of chinook than the re  was f o r  previous years, 

for some years, 

Q. Of course,  we have nothing t o  do w i t h  

the  Columbia, but i t  is j u s t  f o r  comparison. 

A. I have been advocating the shortening 

of the season, and am f o r  having no c lose  times 

within t he  close eeason; that is, Sundays. We 

Mve a &anday law in Oregon, c los ing  f’ran 6 

otclock a t u r d a y  night t o  6 o*clock  W a y  night. 
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1811, I would eliminate that altogether.  Take 

Off that t h e ,  that Would b 8 - - f r m  the 10th Or 

April t o  the lOth--pretty near 16 reeks; there 

would be taken off those 1 7  days. We Intended 

t o  t a k e  off  one month. 

Q. What is the end of the 8eason now? 

A. 10th  o r  August. 

Q. You stop the 10th of August on the 

Colthbia? 

A. Yes, elr. Open on the 10th o r  A p r i l  

and s t o p  on the 10th of August. 

Q. Then do you have a l a t e r  f ishing? 

A. They start the 10th of October and 

they fish u n t i l  the  l e t  o r  March. 

Q. Do the chinook run much between the 

10th of August and the  10th o r  October? 

A. Last  year there  w a s  an immense run. 

Fish were very l a t e  and an fnnnense number rent 

UP 

Q. It is a principle Which Prof. Euxlep 

.Irrags enunciated, that W h y  protect  f ish d m i n g  

the spawning se&bon if you pennit flshlng 



-66- 

methods 80  extensive a8 t o  c a t c h  up all the  

f i s h  during the remainder o r  the  year. T h a t  

is whether, the same t h ing  we were speaking of 

betore ,  limiting the  f i s h i n g  dar ing  the fishing 

season as well  as having a close 8ea8on. N o r ,  

around Point  Roberts--of courrse that is the 

point  where we are I n t e r e s t e d  now--they have 

go t - - ( r e fe r r ing  t o  map). How, here ie Point 

Roberts,  r i t h  the boundary l i n e  here,  the Fraser 

river coming up in there. Here I s  1 t r ap  

Inside of the bazndary l i n e  and one outside.  

This don't  reach the  shore, and that does not 

reach th i s  one. Then t he re  I s  a ne t  here 

reaching out 1600 f e e t .  Then the re  is one here 

1 l/4 miles .  

this. Then t he re  is a n e t  here and a n e t  here 

r i th  gaps between. Then there I s  one that r ~ n 8  

up that ray t o  the boundary l i n e ,  and 2 on the  

Canadian side-they a l low pound n e t s  In Bound- 

Then here are  3 ne t8  along l i k e  

a r y  My. 1001, the th ing  is this: thi8 is a l l  

ataSlable f o r  pound nets. Now, if you begin 

t o  run  your pound net8 ant there everywhere, I f  
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the fish are skirt ing the shore, whether they 

are not going to cut off the f i s h  there t o  8Uch 

an extent as to  injure the fishery. Yon 608 

in the Columbia River your traps are different 

from that. Your traps are all separate traps. 

A. I p i ty  the r e l l o r  vho is up the Fraser 

River when a l l  that territory is In there. Our 

government-the United States government--pre- 

vents them trom putting any more traps in there. 

Q. Bo; they are putting in more traps. 

A. But here is this decision o r  Judge 

Hanford's w i t h  regarc¶ t o  the Indians. 

Q. No; the Indians got ahead of them. It 

m e  overruled by Judge Hanrord. The a s ~ e n c e  of  

it 188 that they could continue the traps they 

had for the present, but he would not permit 

any more. Mr. Vadhams said the injunction had 

been dls8olred. N o r  the thing is whether 

t h r e  should not be spaces between the nets; 

rhother nets BhOU3.d be allo-d t o  form a contin- 

PQUb line? 

A. I am not exporieoced enough to  Imm 
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about traps. A number o r  the Indians have 

c e r t a i n  fishing rights by t h e i r  t r e a t i e s  that 

cannot be touched. The judge i n  t h i s  ca8e 

decided that they could ge t  enough f i s h  t o  e a t  

and that was all the  Indians were expected t o  

get, and the  p a r t i e s  r h o  made the  f igh t  over It 

were Used up on that p a r t  of it. I have never 

8een t h i s  in junc t ion  published that yon speak of. 

I t  they are no* p u t t i n g  In traps it c e r t a i n l y  

must be so, how8vrr. I am not competent t o  say 

what the rants o r  the  Fraser  River are, but If I 

was a Fraser River canner, I should be going 

down and t r y i n g  t o  get  on t h i s  small re86rve. 

Wakeham:--fn the Fraser  River i t s e l f  I 

don't  think they aoa2d fish trap ne t s ;  i t  is too 

s w i f t ,  and there  is so much s t u f f  coming dom,  

it would form a bar a t  once. They have no 

desire t o  fish traps there, bat they might on 

the coast north o r  Poin t  Roberts. 

A. I un4ersta;nd now the idea that I t  I s  

just  llko a mian holding a door open t o  keep 

somebody out. It don't rc)m t o  be fa i r  t o r  tho 
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men in the river. 

Q. There is no close 8eason there at all 

because no Washington law applies to that part 

of the coast- Of course, we well recognize 

the fact, Dr. Vakeham and I, having seen so 

much o r  fiahemen; their supposition is that 

they are going to get rich in the course o r  a 

gear C)r two, and the best way is to fish when 

you can; but the protection to the fishes there 

is in their intereet, for if they were licensed; 

putting aside the question of raising any money 

by licenses; that they would be protected in 

the possession o r  their nets and the number of 

bheir nats and all - -s imply making them conform 

t o  the l a w ,  we provide for the preservation of 

their f i sh .  

A. V e l l ,  it rill have to be done by special 

legislation I guess. That is the only ray 1 8 8 8 .  

Because you present it to the government--the 

facts--anB your o m  observations are suffieient 

to m a k e  a atatement of facts. 

Q, I don't know. What l e  your idea of 
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. 
the  wheels on the  Columbia River;  are they any 

more harmful than the o ther  methods of  f i sh ing?  

A. I think not. I am In favor of all 

kinds of f i sh ing  appliances, but I believe t he re  

ought t o  be l e g i s i a t i o n  i n  regard t o  the  times o r  

f i sh ing .  I think the f i sh  came i n  t o  be captured, 

and t o  perpetuate  them they ought t o  shorten the 

season. 

bkeham:--I am quit. W i t h  you, as a fisher- 

man. I have always been i n  favor, i n  connection 

with my own department, of a l l  modern a p p l i -  

ances. If a man can ca t ch  more f i sh  at a l e s s  

cos t ,  he should be allowed t o  do it, but, at t h o  

same time, they should r e g u l a t e  it. 

A. You l i m i t  one form, as T s a i d  this  

morning, and you rill f i n d  a more des t ruc t ive  

engine of destruct ion.  

Q. It is very  amusing on the Great Lakes, 

how t he  pound nmt men a r e  down on t h e  gill ne t  

men, and the g i l l  net men on the pound not men. 

A. That i 8  rhclt d i8 tXrb8  oar l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Tho pound net men had BO many f r i e n d s ,  and thoy * 
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wero mostly ramm-8 and they represented the  

poor men, and they maintained that the b i l l  would 

destroy than If i t  was c a r r i e d ;  and here wero 

rich men, and they he ld  me up as a man who 

could down them, e t c . ,  u n t i l  we l o s t  a grea t  

deal i n  some things that ray, by men who had not 

given the matter considerat ion.  I w o u l d  l e t  

them fish all the reasonable devices possible.  

1 ronld  not  permit them t o  u8e explosives o r  any- 

th ing  of that kind, because that not  o n l y  destroys 

the f i sh  they rant t o  capture,  but every food 

fish. A t  the  .same time, I bel ieve  that no fish 

comes I n  here except nature brings them. I don't 

think they are accompanied by f r i e n d s  who r a n t  t o  

see how they ge t  along, or how i t  I s  done, o r  

anything of that kind. They come here because 

they are able t o  take care  o r  themselves, and they 

only came in because na ture  compels them t o  came. 

I am p r e t t y  relld defined on that. I am pos i t i ve  

that thie 18 the ray.  It is t he  same ray--it 

would  be a curiouc thing, if I find things bene- 

fioial t o  man--if I could make 0 g i l l  net that I 



could operate  successfu l ly ,  that I conld not 

use it .  There is no l e g i s l a t i o n  that c a n  a f r e c t  

the seas--and t h t  would be another object  In 

l e g i s l a t i n g  down t he re ;  that that would be a 

par t  of the sea. 

Q. Pr. Myers, i n  a measure t h i s  is the  

sea; i t  is the  s e a  i n  so far as it is salt  

water. Yet the  salmon have s t a r t e d  upon a 

regular migrat ion i n  through Puget Sound and the  

S t r a i t s  o r  Fuca, and when they e n t e r  the Straits 

of Fuca they a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n  the r i v e r ,  and 

you almost have t o  regard the whole th ing  a8 a 

r i v e r ,  tram the mouth o r  the  Straits  of  Fuca 

up, and in t h e  Fraser  River e spec ia l ly ,  as you 

have the  sockeye tak ing  that one course. 

WaIseham:--I think you a r e  d i f f e r e n t l y  sit- 

uated dom here i n  that you have the  f i s h  

s c a t t e r e d  over a large exten t  of terr i tory.  

A. Oh, yeo; i t  i~ d i f f e r e n t  here. 

Q. Of c o u r ~ e  the Alaska Packers Associat ion 

has a very  large crrpt ta l  and they rill do prob- 

ably pretty much 8s they wish t o  do. Is it not a 
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f a c t  that pound n e t s  cannot be connected m the 

Columbia River? 

A. Oh, no. 

Q. They are each separa te?  

A. Each pound ne t  has, on the shore, t o  

l eave  8x1 opening so many f e e t  for s m a l l  boat6 

t o  pass, but you can put In 2 o r  3 on the  m e  

l i n e .  

Q. They don't  do It  much there .  

A. O h ,  my dear sir, the last 1 or 2 years 

they got 80 t h ink  was C0mplah8d by the  

engfneers that It -8s affecting the navigat ion 

of the  r i v e r ;  that is at the  lower r i v e r ,  but 

when they  got up--1 found one t r a p  that was not 

far enough out and X ran right out and pat an- 

other trap right on t he  end of it ,  and I rab 
I 

not molested, but the manner of doing it wa8 in 

this ray ( l l l a o t r a t l n g ) .  Here is the  t r a p ,  and 

they have 8 lead, and they break o f f  this lead, 

and s t a r t  It back here and run it out ,  80 that 

i t  I s  almost a cont inua t ion ,  but its being 

broken off I t  gives the boats a chance t o  get 
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through there, and, at the  same time, the f i s h  

When they strike th i s  inner shore--they run 

Out 20 fee t - -md they rUn r ight  through md 

s t r i k e  t h i s  second l ead  and lead right Z n t o  the  

trap, They can connect them, but i n  regard t o  

p lac ing  t r a p s  before o ther  traps, I think there  

was some l e g i s l a t i o n  2 years  ago, in regard t o  

Drysdale's traps, He put them so c lose  toge ther  

that the  man who had one below him, he inteyered 

W i t h  him, 

Q. Should not traps be kept ,  a t  any r a t e  a 

c e r t a i n  d is tance  a p a r t ?  Don't you think PO, on 

p r inc ip l e?  

A. Oh, c e r t a i n l y ,  Generally where they 

get the  p r i v i l e g e  or traps on t he  Columbia 

River--I ha8 traps on t he  Columbia RIver, and 

before patting tiP those t r a p s  f had permission 

f r o a n  the property omers, and paid them so much 

a year rent t o  keep anybody e l s e  from coming In, 

berause nobody else had a r ight  t o  go on t h e i r  

lada and put them in. 

Q. Xn the Coltambia River the t r a p s  a r e  
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mostly on the Washington side? 

A. Yes, and the 'majority of the wheels 

are on the Washington side. I t  is  a common 

practice for the fishermen, and they have 

become involved in a great many quarre ls ,  by a 

man getting right before another with h i s  nets. 

Drysdale had the same difficulty by my going 

in front of his traps with seines. You are 

interested In t h i s  matter, I cannot see any- 

thing byt  what you can ge t  the facts and report 

them, and there rill be spec ia l  legislation on 

them. 1 can see no other nay, without you get 

the m i l i t a r y  t o  disperse them* If I was  

situated on Fraser River I would  have 84138 

military guests there, b8cttUSe I know what a 

military neoeesity is, My dear sir, 8 or 10 

soldiers hare a terrible influence, and these 

ragular soldiers don't know when to stop When 

they get to f ir ing.  

but the regulars are under discipline, and they 

The m i l i t i a  are afraid, 

Bo what I s  t o l d  than. 

Q. We a r e  not working solely on the m e -  
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l a t i o n  of f l eh lng  apparatus ,  but i n  places  of 

hindrance t o  t he  f i s h i n g ;  question6 of  p o l l n -  

t l o n ,  of running saw m i l l  re fuse  In to  r i v e r s ,  

and things of that s o r t .  We have one p a r t i c u l a r  

place where there  is about 12 m i l l s ,  up on the 

St .  Croix River. 

A. Our l a w s  are such here that they have 

not been very e f fec t ive .  

Q. Vhat do you think o f  t he  offal  in the  

Braser River? Do you th ink  i t  a f f e c t s  the  

rlohlng? 

A. It has not i n  t h e  Columbia. 

Q. What do you do w i t h  the  o f f a l  i n  the 

Columbia? 

A. The heads are used mos t ly  by the oil 

works, and the entraU.8, I suppoee that they a r e  

consumed almost as 80011 as they are in the 

m t o r ,  and 1 th ink  It I s  the  a m 8  r a y  on the  

Praser. 

Q. How about the tails;  don't they u8e the 

tail8 up on the Co~ur5bisr? 

A. Well, 1 don't think they do; there le 
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not much meat on them. The head is the  only 

t h i n g  the re  is much oil in. I don ' t  think the 

offal has any e f fec t  on other fish, o r  even any 

s a n i t a r y  e f f e c t  on the  r a t e r .  How, f o r  in-  

s tance ,  out here ,  and on the  Columbia River,  I 

mpp08e under my cannery I have seen, without 

exaggeration, 5,00O--rhy it  was per fec t ly  like 

a sand heap, and i n  a s h o r t  time the re  was  no 

sign of anything t o  be Been of it. It d id  not 

even drift away, and the re  I am s a t i s f i e d  it 

m8 consumed by other  fishes. I was rearm1 

here at one tlme that i n  this locality here 

there wa8 such a heavy t i d e  coming I n ,  sametimes 

at the  rate of 4 miles an hour, that  t h i s  would 

be c a r r i e d  over here,  and that I would be can- 

pla ined  o f ,  and I invented a scheme t o  put it 

d O m  SO that i t  Would be impossible for it t o  

get  up, but I hare never been t roubled wl th ' i t ;  

and one day I had a n e t  that I had used here, 

and f had laid it over t o r  a sh ie ld ,  and one 

night by adme mans that n e t  f e l l  overboard, 

mtd it lctd tied at me end and when r e  pulled 
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it up it -a8 f i l l e d  w i t h  dog f i s h ,  and there  I 

think I s a w  where the offal r e n t .  I suppose 

there must have been 260 dog fish i n  It.  Ever 

s ince  then I have been using dog f i s h  oil in 

my machinery. I would take the l i v e r s  and throw 

them in a tank and boil than. 

Q. There i s  no r egu la t ion  here aga ins t  

throwing mal III? 

A. No. But a great many hare made appli-  

c a t i o n  t o  m e  here,  8horing the  u t i l i t y  and the  

money I could make by p u t t i n g  an o i l  f a c t o r y  

here, and I said, gentlemen I dl1 give you the 

o f f a l  and you a r e  at l i b e r t y  t o  do as you please 

with it. T h a t  o f f a l  might be turned into f e r t i l -  

izer9. I gave a man 6 scow loads or  i t  once. 

I suppose the  offal that r e n t  overboard last 

year would probably amount t o  40 or 50 tons. 

Q. .hat par cent.  of the fish is l o s t  in 

dressing? 8 

A. When I was more inexperienced than I 

m nor i n  the business, I used t o  make a great 

many observation8, and I t  is based on Columbia 
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River fish, and I found that the larger  the f i s h  

was the l e s s  waste. It seems t o  me from 1 6  t o  

20 per cent. was wasted on large fish and on the 

small, they w o u l d  run as high 8s 40 per cent . ,  

and seldom rent b e l o r  25. You Imor, on a smal l  

f i sh ,  a man cutting the head, he cuts i t  square 

o f f ,  and l a rge  f i s h  he just takes one cut and 

makes a circle  of it, and it is  easy to  do; and 

the same way with the tall, but a man could not 

get much hold of a mal1 one and would t a k e  a 

good deal farther up, but the b i g  ones he could 

get  a good hold. The larger the fish the less 

waste. When I was young I ranted t o  learn the 

business, and learned these facts by practical 

observation. 



AdR. E. E. AINSIORTH, OF AINSWORTH & DUNN, 

SEATTLE, WASH., JULY 23, 1895. 

(Interviewed by Wm. Wakeham and Richard  Rathbun) 

Q. It is pre t ty  hard work t o  s a y  j u s t  

w h a t  we d o  want t o  ask you. The fact  5 s  we 

c o u l d  ley out a acheme o f  questions that would 

occupy a reek without any trouble. Of courue, 

in talking w i t h  the oannerymen it has been the 

methods, extent o f  the fishing and the habits 

o f  the fish. So f a r  as the canning i t s e l f  is 

concerned, we have nothing t o  do w i t h  i t .  We 

find in the upper part of these watere -- o r  in  

the northern p a r t  o f  these watere, toward the 

Canadian l ine  that the fish which come in 

through the S t r a i t8  o f  Fuca eventuslly nearly 

a l l  go up the &aser BIver, and of course the 

great f iaheriee i n  that connection a re  those 

about Point Roberts and those off, a d  in the 

Frarer River i t s e l f .  Now, down here we under- 

atand that you do not get the aockeye; that is, 

praa t i ca l ly?  

A. 100, a i r ;  not in any quan t i ty .  

Q. What is tho qusntitp; do you get s h p l y  
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A. Simply  stragglers.  

Q. Do you notice any increaee in the 

number of eock~yes as you f i s h  far ther  north 

from here; are they more nmerous? 

A. Yes, sir; re  get p r a c t i c a l l y  no sock- 

8YeS down t h i s  ray. In the f a l l  f ishing when 

they are  gett ing those s i l v e r  salmon here in  

the baythey ri l l  perhaps get -- oh, 2 o r  3 dozen 

in a haul o f  the seine. we dont consider 

that w e  g e t  any sockeyes. 

e. Then with the chinook; when is your 

season for the chinook here in these ra te rs?  

A. We get them -- 
Q. !Chat is supposing the quinnat t o  be 

the chinook, 

A. They start in  here about the middle 

of May. The good fishing usutxlly caumences 

the first of June, and laat8  u n t i l  the l a s t  

part of July. The l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  thi8 month 

thOp W i l l  drop O f f .  rill get Up t o  

tlzs. middle of August. 

Q. Do you get many in the fall, i n  Sept.4 

A. Hot tyee; but me get a salmon that i8 

very oirailar; we c a l l  them the jaok salmon. 
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t o  shw you some o f  them. 

ginning t o  catch them in the bay. 

they belong t o  the salmon family, 

They m e  j u t  be- 

I think 

Q. mere does the tpee spawn? 

A. In the streams. 

e. Streams about here? 

A ,  About here. 

Q. Where do you get your specimens? 

A- The largeet catches are made on the 

Slragit River, and they are made in a l l  the 

rivers in proportion t o  their size. 

Q. So it would seem as though those 2 

salmon may be t i e h  for the Baser River; that 

is, the.sockeye does not come down here, and 

the spawning places o f  the tyee -- they call 

the spring salmon up there. 

A.  Yes ,  a i r .  

Q. Evidently -- of  courie none o f  us have 

aeen the thing -- but evidently the Straits of 

hrca are the begiMing o f  the river mouth. 

are j u s t  like a river. The sockeye come in 

there, and are found a t  places along that shore, 

and then when they come inside they run up to 

and Snto the P”ras8r River, and the 8 m e  with the 

wring 8-n; but evidentlg YO= upring salmon 



varies from that, suff ic ient ly  t o  be considered 

a d i s t inc t  var ie ty  at  any r a t e .  

A. The spring salmon they get at  the 

Fraeer River; well ,  I think they average 8 d l O r  

in the Fraser River. 

e. They get them up t o  6 0  o r  70 lbs. 

sometimes. 

A. But those am very ra re  apecimen8. 

You saw our  f i s h  out here; those are  about the 

average size. W i l l  they average tit3 m u c h  up 

there? 

Q. Yes, w h a t  we saw would, but I think 

Mr. &en placee the average a good deal lower 

than that. I am inclined t o  think about 15 

or  18 lbs. 

A. Our runs average larger  than that. 

Prom 20 t o  25 lbe. 1 should aay they rill 

average 

Q. You have the eteelhead -- do you do 

anything with the dog salmon in the market? 

A. Yea, s i r .  

Q. And the silver? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the hwnpbsck? 



A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do the  sockeye e n t e r  any of the r i v e r s  

i n  this  neighborhood, do you know? 

A.  Yes, sir, they do. It is thought -- 
I think it is not genera l ly  known that the sock- 

eye run up the Skagit River, but they have only 

been f i s h i n g  i n  the r i v e r  4 o r  5 years t o  any 

ex ten t ,  and they fish mostly with l a r g e  mesh 

g i l l  n e t s ;  I think they use about 8 o r  9 inch 

mesh. The sockeyes run UT that r i v e r  a l s o ,  

but they get very fe r  became they dont f i sh  

s m a l l  mesh ne t s .  If' they would  f i a h  the  same 

s i z e  ne t  that they do for sockeyes i n  o the r  

p laces  they would get a good many of those fish 

up the Bkagit r i v e r .  These fish come in the 

Skagit and the main body cane up and round the 

point, and some cane through here (i l lustrating) 

and follw up. Right at  Lumni is a good place  

for eockeyee, and th i s  year t h e y  -8 getting 

aome 6t  Friday Harbor, which shows they run 

through the San Juan h l a n d e .  

a a l l y  no 80ekeye6 south of a line conneoting 

Port !hmsend W i t h  the mouth of  the Skap;it 

River. We get very fer tyee salmon in the 

We get p r a c t i -  

h-ish River. et Same there a d  *e 
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8ome up in th i s  r iver ,  the Cedar River. 

e. fhat are  the methods of f ishing which 

are carried on f o r  salmon in  Puget Sound proper4 

A. They are fishing principally g i l l  net8 

f o r  the s p r i n g  salmon, o r  tyee. 

Q. Set nets4 

A. Set and d r i f t  both, but they principal- 

l y  d r i f t .  

Q. Do they use any traps f o r  them a t  a l l ?  

A. There are  probably 4 traps i n  operation 

at the present time, snd there rill no doubt be 

more; they are just beginning t o  put them in. 

Q. Where a re  they se t t i ng  them? 

A. In the vicinity of Utealady. They 

catch more fi8h i n  the north fork of the Ska& 

than they do In the south fork.  

Q. You know nothing about Luna111 Island4 

A. Very l i t t l e .  There are 2 traps there 

near Village Point. 

Q. They work there toward the other end  

of the bay. 

A. These 2 art Friday Harbor -0 Friday 

Harbor ls OIL the east aide of San Juan Island, 

and there is a oannery there. 
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e. 
A. No, sir. 

Q. H o t  even i n  the river64 

A. No, sir; not any I think that  are 

There are  no traps south of t h i a ?  

doing any fishing. 

Q. Where do they use t he i r  gill nets;  a l l  

in these channels? 

A. Yes, sir; i n  the r ivers  and out on the 

flats, and I rill t e l l  you where one of the 

best g i l l  net  fishing grounds is, and that is 

Skagit Bay, and a l s o  In the v ic in i ty  of  Ut sa l ady  

The fishing at U t s a l a d y  has been very l i g h t  t h i s  

year, but las t  year it was very good. 

Q. Did you say they did not get sockeye 

there? 

A. They do get ~ a n e  sockeye there. 

Q. Nor, the purse seines; where a re  they 

uaed, in  a general way9 

A. Tel l ,  they -8 used r ight  in  th i s  bay, 

more thrn any other po in t  on the Sound. 

e. 1s that W i t h  a ragalar purse ueine, 

f i t t ed  with the pursing ring8, lead8, etc.? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The same seine that we w e  on the 

Atlantic eorrst? 



A- Ye8, S i r ;  I think 8 0 .  

Q. And they throw from t h i s  big boat arrl 

puree around w i t h  th ie  boat i n  the middle o r  

outside? 

A .  They have 2 boats,  a icow and a s k i f f .  

They rill have about 9 men in the S k i f f ,  and on 

the stern of the s k i f f  they have the i r  seine 

coiled up, ard when they s t r ike  a school they 

start arrd run around the school as well as tby 

oan with  the skiffs, and then purse it from 

the scow, one man remaining on the scow. 

e. Do they f l8h  down a t  Tacoma a t  a l l ?  

A-  Yes, they do. 

Q. And T o d d  they use those purse seine8 

up north? 

A .  They use some around Point RObert6- 

%ey aleo use them in  the v ic in i ty  of Utsalady 

h the  fa l l  for s i l v e r  salmon. 

Q. mt other methods are usdd for  salmon; 

any at all? 

4. &e g i l l  netu, traps, and purse seinee; 

Q. I think we have been told samewhere it 

ir d i f f i a u l t  t o  trite the sockeye with the seine? 



-9- 

Q. They raid there the o n l y  r a y  of get t ing 

them w i t h  the seine was t o  f i s h  a t  the mouth of 

. the trap where they were going in. 

A, Mr. Dryedale can give you mre informa- 

t i on  about that than we can, because I dont get 

many f i a h  from around there. 

Q- Do you notice any difference in the 

abundance of the salJnon9 

A. There is not any. 

Q. Well, you cannot say here yet because 

some years you get  more than othere. 

A. Well, our experience has been over a 

per iod  of 5 years o n l y .  I dont gee any de- 

crease, but th i s  year the uatch is l i g h t  all 

over, and rhether It is accounted fo r  by the 

diminution i n  the salmon o r  snow i n  the mow- 

tains .  A great many people a t t r ibu te  it t o  

snow in the mountains. 

Q. You frequently have off years here? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. We hear of celtain years always being 

c a m  idend bad year8 

A. Yes, sir. I believe this  is an off 

year. I think every 4 year8 ir  an off year;  

Q* Of ~ Q W B ~  i t  IS a very d i f f i cu l t  
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‘question t o  come t o  any concluaion about, tir but 

the question of over f ishing in places is a 

eerious one and if it can be checked in  time 

why the fishery must be sustained by i t ;  but, 

at3 a matter of  fact ,  i t  is very seldom recog- 

nized a t  a l l  u n t i l  the fish have decreased, and 

of course there are  very many notable instances 

in which the decrease has gone on. Have you 

been here o n l y  5 years f r o m  Cape Vincent? Were 

you there up t o  that time? 

A.  No, 8 ir ; I have been aray from Cape 

Vincent 7 years. We have been here 6 years. 

Q. On Lake Ontario you know the commercial 

f i sher ies  have gone r ight  down, scarcely any- 

thing being done t o  w h a t  there waa a t  one time, 

and the fishing doea not amount t o  anything 

there compared t o  the other laked, and even i n  

the other lakes; t a k e  Lake Superior, and the 

f i sh  have decreased there, everywhere; probably 

less  a t  the eastern end where your brother is 

interested and around ‘Ihitefish Point, than 

they have other parts of the lake, and there 

haa been a great de81 of  f ishing going on there, 

but it doea not 6em a s  though it ha8 been 

emugh t o  oat144 the decrea88, and t o  the question 
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asked of  the principal fishermen around that 

lake a8 t o  whether the f i s h  have decreased, the 

univereal answer was, yes. There w a s  not a 

single one -- no one placed the decrease o f  the 

Whitefish a t  1088 than 50 per cent, and from 

that 1.9, t o  80 per cent; and w i t h  the lake trout 

the decrease had been very great; not a8 much 

as  w i t h  the whitefish, but a t i l l  in  some places 

almost a8 much. the Canadian shore the 

f ishing has held up p r e t t y  well, and on the 

American shore they are  p l en t i fu l  a t  m i t e f i s h  

Point . 
A. It has held up a t  m i t e f i s h  Point ha8 

it Y 

Q. Yes; pre t ty  well. ‘here ha8 been a 

decrease. Have you been there a t  all? 

4. A t  Whitefish Point? 

e. Ye80 

A. No. I have stopped a t  the Soo, how- 

ever. f understood that 2 o r  3 years ago 

t h e y  had a very large catch on Lake Ontario; 

i u  that true? 

Q. well, a large catch f o r  recent years 



-12- 

A. We heard some report that they got 

quite a good many a t  the Duck Islands. 

e. There is no fishing on the Amrican 

s i d e  t o  what there was. The best whitefish 

fishing is i n  the neighborhood of the Bay o f  

Quintd, on the lake, and the continuance o f  the 

fishing there is due t o  a r t i f i c i a l  planting of 

fish there. I t  i a  one o f  the beat evidences 

t o  ahow o f  the f i s h  hatchery. 

A. That is sanething we ran t  here; is a 

fish hatchery on the Sound. 

Q. The whitefish that have been planted 

in Lake Ontario have been Lake Erie whitefish, 

and the fishermen recognize them, 80 it shore 

what hatching has done. You dont get maw 

Lake Ontario whitefish, but just the Lake Erie  

Whitefish on h k o  Ontario. 

A. m e r e  you can plant a new variety in a 

nev l o c a l i t y  and t h e y  grow up you can recegnize 

the dii tsrence without question. 

Q. which do you regard as the best  of your 

ualmon here for fresh fish trade? 

A. Well, that ie a d i f f i c u l t  question t o  

m 6 T W ' e  I think 

% what salmon would you wish t o  have 



hatched? 

A. The 8o~keye8, if they  would come down 

th i s  ray. W e  consider them the best fish. 

The silver sides  f o r  the fa l l  -- that is a 

d i f f i cu l t  question t o  answer f o r  th i s  reason: 

a t  different  senaons we have the different  

kind8 of fish. In  the winter, I think f o r  the 

longest period, we have the steelhead salmon, 

and they are a hard, firm f i a h  and excellent 

for shipping p w o s e s .  They are  very good 

atock,  and rill hold up much longer than any 

other variety;  but for my own table I should 

never choose a steelhead salmon. 

e. 
A. The dog ealmon, o r  a8 re c a l l  i t  in  

m i c h  are the poor var ie t ies?  

our trade, the f n l 1  salmon. That i 8  a f t e r  it 

has been in the fresh ra t e r .  I think the 

dog salmon i a  a f ish that there is a great pm- 

judiae against aimply on account o f  i t a  name, 

xmre than mything else. I t  5s surely a good 

fish, and when it  first canes i n  from the sea 

it i 8  iree a d  niae as Can b4, but, of cous88, 

f t  mt &8 red 88 the soakeye or silver 

aabaon, anU that hurts it in the trade a& 

gives i t  ~t baa name. All fish, after they have 



-14- 

been i n  here a certain length o f  time i n  the 

fresh rater get poor. The s i l v e r  salmon get 

juat about a8 poor aB the dog salmon. 

e. . You have never noticed the f i s h  up 

the river here dying9 

A. I have not paid any at tent ion t o  the.-- 

That is a question I dont understand. 

Q. Do you notice that f i s h  taken from 

Borne distance up the r ive r  a re  not a8 good in 

color a6 those you get nearer? 

A. Oh, pea; a f t e r  you get up too  far 

they are no good axxi we dont catah them a t  all. 

Q. Do you notice, f n  connection with the 

spring salmon, the change in the color of  the 

meat they allude to4 

A. Yea, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

fhen do you get more white ones9 

The per centage of white ones remains 

about the adme through the en t i r e  oatch.  f dont 

think that they beeaane white as the aeason 

rtdnr8nmm* That fe, they turn a l i t t l e  lighter, 

8 U a a o n  that are p.sr+ectly white. 

heard anyom explain why  they alp6 white? 

Have you 

- - Q. 100; ye are not anarering qusutions; we 
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are asking questions. 

A .  Did you ever 888 one cut4 

Q s  110. 

A *  I never did until a f e r  days ago; but 

r8 had aome of  tho80 White salmon, and those 

white salmon would have little red spots scat- 

tered thmugh them - -  EL pink cast .  

Q. On the Fraeer River we were told that 

in the spring they got a fer o f  them and that 

in the fall they beuorne very much more coIpI1on. 

A. We think there are more white salmon 

in proportion taken out o f  the Fraser than 

farther south; and I have been a t  Point Roberts 

during the sockeye 8ea~8on there, and a much 

larger per centage of those spring salmon were 

white than we get i n  the Ukagit River. 

e. I dont know how you would account far 

that 

A. There are more of those thinw which 

cannot be soaounted for readily. There are 80 

arany variation8 in the salmon, and they live 

on different parts of' the ooaet. The emre 
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A. The f i rs t  year we were in business 

one of the seinere i n  the bay here brought in  

about 30 lbs .  one day. I dont think they 

have increased much i n  the Sound, i f  any. 

You get some every year? Q. 
A. We g e t  a few, such as I shored you 

today. 

Q. That rae i n  salt  r a t e r ?  

A.  Taken i n  salt  r a t e r .  

Q. Is that an average s ize? 

A. No; i t  is a small one; it  would weigh 

about 3/4 l b .  

Q. What would be the i r  average eizef 

A. Possibly 2 lbs. From the Columbia 

they get larger  onea. 

e. Of ooume, it  is the 8ame on the 

Atlantic coast, they get the la rges t  shad south. 

On the Sacramento aoast they a re  s t i l l  larger. 

Wakeham:-- In the S t .  Lawrence we get them 

~BIXUU. It is an exception t o  f ind a shad 

weighing 5 or 6 lba. 

Q. What would be your average yearly 

artah a i  the u h d ?  

A. Well, they dont ffrh for them a t  a l l .  
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year perhaps 150 l b s .  

Q. 

A. No sir; but I imagine f r o m  the f a c t  

You dont know w h a t  r ivers  they go up? 

that  they are  caught in  t h i s  t r a p  off the mouth 

of the Skagit, that they run up the Skagit 

River. 

Q. fs it  easy t o  get over t o  those traps 

off the Skagit River? 

A. There is a stearner leaves here every 

morniw a t  8 o'clock that s t o p s  there. 

Q. The sturgeon, you say you catch o n l y  

inoidentally i n  fishing for other fish? 

A. That is a l l .  I think re rill have 

sturgeon here, and eventually i t  will be quite 

a price. But i t  is not developed yet. 

e. Your halibut;  do you get any halibut 

i n  Puget Sound? 

A. Yes, an occaaional one. 

Q. BO you get any along the S t r a i t s  of 

Fuca? 

A. 'le do. In the spring, canmencing at 

o? Port Townsend, and I presume they uould  get 

tinsln th6rU a l l  the stmmWr; althongh they dont 
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moderates they get Outaide and dont bother with 

the Straits  fiehing. 

Q. 
A.  

Q a  

A. 

Q. 
that? 

A, 

They get them on Flat tery Bank? 

Yes, sir. 

And off Neah Bay9 

'11811, that would be Flat tery Bank. 

Do you get them far ther  south than 

Not far ther  than 15 or 20 miles south 

o f  the Cape. 

Q. Do you get them from around the Queen 

Charlotte Islande? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know whereabouts they ca t ch  

them there, inside the islaad8 or outside? 

A. I cannot t e l l  you that. I am very 

sorry we have not a chart here. 

Q. And that f iehing,  is i t  winter o r  

springf 

A. We have one schooner up there nor; the 

S t .  Lawrence. %e last t h e  she w a s  out, 

about 3 reeks ago -- rhe came in here about a 

week ago -- she caught her fi8h o f f  Dixon 

lbtranqs. 
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Q. Nor, f dont know whether you are ever 

going t o  get  many halibut from the Central 

Alaskan reg ion  or not. 

taken many halibut. There is no trouble In 

The Albatross has never 

getting any quantity o f  cod. Furthermore, the 

fiehing vessels take very few halibut up there. 

I dont know why i t  is; w i t h  the cod hooks they 

ought t o  take halibut jus t  the same, but they 

dont. %ey get very fer. Whether they have 

not tried In quite deep enough water -- how deep 

do they f i sh  around the Queen Charlotte Islands? 

A. I cannot awwer that question. 

Q. Of course we have included in the cod 
v 

banks everything l e s s  than 100 fathoms, and the 

cod bank6 ace i n  mostly less than 50 fathoms, 

and a good d88l is under 35 and 40 fathoms. 

A. Dont you think there are banks out  off' 

the southeaa tern Alsskan coaet? 

Q. 'I m airaid not. There have been 

8eVerSl l h e 6  of aoundinga run down there and 

trs y have not round i t  80 .  

A. I r b h  the A l b a t r o r r  aould  carry' on 

sxtemive investigation6 on t h i s  aoaat .  



-20- 

of it. 

A .  I never heard of any f i s h  being taken 

off there. 

Q. Do you f ieh  for  cod? 

A. We do .not. 

Q. A r e  any cod caught i n  Puget Sound t o  

amount t o  anything? 

A .  I think not. In the 6prin.g re get 

quite a good many small cod, but there is very 

l i t t l e  sale for cod, and the branch of the 

bush888 i 8  nor prosecuted. There 18 a bank 

off the viainity o f  Tacoma, off Quartermaster8 

Harbor, I think. 

Q. Your other fresh f i s h  here are we l t ;  

about &ere are t hey  taken? 

A. Ve are getting the most o f  our smelt 

a t  tho present time from Ut6alady. 

8.  From the t rap nets? 

A. Bot from the t r a p  nets, but they are 

t38ught right around there in the salt rater. 

They ax-. eaught in the 8einee. 

Q. What are the small fish bWide8 the 

6meltP 

A. Wa gu% the flounder -- we c a l l  them the 

aolu 0- aad pareh, a d  theee l i t t l e  toxbaod. 



we get some rook cod, but those a re  caught on 

hook# 

Q. Dont you get anchovleu? 

A. We get a small f i sh  here at times tkat 

1 think is nothing but a small herring. 

fishermen Oall them anchovie6, but I dont think 

they are. 

Some 

Q. Do you get the eulichon here? 

A. Ho, sir. 

Q. And dont you get large herring here? 

A. Not very large. They do fa r ther  up 

in  these waters, i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia. We get 

herring here that rill average about 8 inches 

in length. 

Wakeham:- I think i n  Burrard In le t  they 

get herring. 

A. I 8x1 not familiar w i t h  the herr ix  

they get up there, but I imagine they are about 

the aize we get here. There are none t o  speak 

o f  being caught here now. 

ago w e  had them. 

t o  2 or 3 r e e k s  

Q. Do you use them for bait? 

A. YO#, a i r .  

0.  Vhat other fish are used for bai t?  



- 22- 

A.  The herring are used f o r  bait  almost 

entirely, but Then they are out on the banks 

and are out of bait they o u t  up halibut. 

Wakeham:-- On the other s ide  they use 

mackerel f o r  ba i t  and use trout for bai t .  They 

are allowed t o  use trout for bait .  

Q. Then your f isherier here are very 

largely undeveloped, in  this region? 

A. They are developed jus t  a8 f a r  as tfs 

trade rill warrant. 

Q. Wont the trade warrant your handling 

t r iue  a8 many f i s h  a8 you do, if you could get 

them readily? 

A. We dont think 80. 

Q. There a m  other firms handling fresh 

f i sh  here9 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. Extensively a t  a114 

A. Well, perhaps we have half a dozen 

firms in  torn. 

0. Does Tacoma handle them any? 

A. There is one f i r m  over them. 

Q. would not there be a deilPlnd f o r  hnlibut 
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Q. #ow far can you 6hip those halibut 

p r o f t  ab ly ,  t o  Chicago? 

A. Chicago u e s  very fer halibut. We 

send an otca8io1ml box t o  Chicago, and r e  s h i p  

a fer to  Minneapolis and St. Paul, but our fmsh 

halibut trade here i e  confined to  the t o m  -- 
what  re uae local ly .  O f  cmrse,  we send mom 

t o  Oregon, Montana, and a fer  nor into Colorado, 

Idaho a d  U t a h .  When you rant t o  ship halibut 

east you havs t o  ship them in  ca r  load l o t s ,  

fo r  you have to come into contact with the 

eastern f i s h  and the o n l y  time r e  can get any 

p r o f i t  out of  them Is i n  the winter time when 

they are scarce o u t  there. The New England 

people l aa t  year operated f rom Vancouver, where 

they had an  agency. 

Q. I s b u l d  think you could get a good 

many i i a h  In the region of the Y i s a i s a f p p i  

rallay -0 S t .  Loair, Minneapolis, St .  Paul, 

Ohicrgo, and through there. Your m i g h t  

rat& might bt, a little higher. 

A. me great trouble i n  that country, 
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The dealers are so interested in  their  whitefish 

sad trout, and they nearly always get a l l  those 

fish they rant, and they porh them and t r y  t o  

exolude a l l  other sarietieu.  Those places dont 

use enough of our coast f i8h  t o  warrant shipping 

car load lota, and when we sh ip  by erprese the 

oharge8 are so high. I think the day i e  coming 

when they are going t o  use a great many f i sh  

from t h i s  coast, but i t  ri l l  take a long time 

and l o t s  of hard work t o  educate the people up 

t o  using them and create a demand f o r  them. 

?he fresh fish bUSia088 is increasing here, but 

i t  I s  of a slow growth. 

Q. You w i l l  came into competition w i t h  

your brother when you get in  the central  regions 

A. Yea, sir. dr8 they handliw d good 

many fish there? 

Q. Yer, sir. Of course they are operating 

on the Canada aide; 80 fa r  as t h e i r  fishery is 

. oonoerned, entirely on the Canada side, although 

they take 801110 fish fromthe fishermen on this 

ride. 

A- Of OOWPIO, our conaern u t  prea~snt has 

refetr+a80 t o  t h o  region axwand the mouth of the 

River; the great queation there f a  *ether 
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Point Roberts is eventually t o  put i n  so many 

net8 and rn i t  80 as t o  cut o f f b o  much of the 

run into the Fraser River. A t  premnt,  of 

course, there are o n l y  about a dozen pound nets 

fished there, but the nets they are putting in -- 
take Mr. Drysdale's nets, the lead is 1 1/4 miles 

long and w i t h  3 p o t s  running out from the shore, 

and leaving no paasage way a t  a l l  fo r  f i s h  to 

emcape. Of course we cannot say that the fish 

a l l  re turn through there, but i t  is t o  their  

own interest not t o  take all the f i sh .  They 

a re  dependent upon the Fraser River fo r  keep- 

up the supply, a8 the i r  f i sh  evidently a re  all 

Frseer River f ish;  and we talked with the 

people there. M r .  Drysdale was not there. 

Vakehsm:-- The chances are about Point 

Roberts they rill do the same as they have in  

other place@: They will spo i l  the fishing by 

put t ing in too many of  those netr. 

Q. h t  there seems t o  be, at3 f a r  a8 the 

evidence goes, no par t icu lar  re la t ion  betreen 

Puget Sound and that region. 

Wakeham:-- your  fishing down here does not 

interfere w i t h  that a t  a l l ?  
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A.  No; I dont think EO. I know there 

are sockeye in  the Skagi t  River. I Ti8h we 

had a chart  here, I would l i k e  t o  have you 

define that 3 mile l i m i t .  

Q. Well, ,I dont think e i ther  of  us could 

do that, w e  are not suff ic ient ly  informed. 

Wakeham:-- I believe there is a good deal 

of fitahing t o  the northern end o f  Vancouver 

Island . 
Q. Tell ua something about the Toredo 

here. You a re  troubled very  much with the 

toredo on the piles. How long rill piles l as t?  

A. From 1 t o  2 years. Let me call Mr. 

Abright, he can t e l l  you more about them. 
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YR. ABRIGHT. 

Q. How bad are the  ship worms hem, very 

bad? 

A. Yea, sir; they a re  p re t ty  bad. 

Q. How long rill p i l e s  l a e t  here? 

A. Vell, I have d r i v e n p i l e s  that would 

o n l y  l a s t  about 7 months. 

Q. What do you use  f o r  pilee,  what rood? 

A. I t  is fir, yellow fir. 

Q. Wlth the bark off4 

A. No; good, sound bark on them. There 

taeern~ t o  be a substance i n  the bark. And it 

ha8 got t o  be a r e a l  good pile when the bark 

stLlt8 to the p i l e ;  and when that subatan00 

gets out of  it, then the toredo tunnel the p i l e .  

Q. Do you ever put any preparation on the 

~ 1 1 8 ~ ~  

A. 

Q. 

longer? 

I have used creo8ote pilea .  

VI11 the ureorote p i l e s  las t  any 

A. Yea; I pul l ed  out here 2 yeare ago, 40 

or 50 oreosoto p i l a 8  that had been in 9 pears, 

and I drove them again, and they are j u s t  16 

mound a8 a dollar to-day. -88 32 cent8 a 
* 

fQQt tO fb thm* 



How a c h  rill i t  make 8 p i l e  cost? 

A.  Well, a p i l e  here rill average about 

$20. apiece. 

Q. How is it done, in  boi l ers?  

A. Just a tub; you take the p i l e ,  and i t  

hae got to  be boiled and l i e  in  rater for some 

time and pretty re11 eoaked. O f  course there is 

always mre OF l e se  fresh rater in the p i l e ;  

and we steam it for 4 hours, and make the pile 

allsost red by the time we get a l l  the rater out 

of  it, and when we get the rater out then re  

dunp the creosote in at the 8ame preesure -- 225 

pounda. Of course the pores o f  the rood are 

dried 80 ,  ard the creosote goes right into the 

heart . 
Q. Where does the toredo go in? 

A, Generally tunnel them right a t  the uud 

1 ine . 
Q. Doe8 it go in  above the mud l i n e  a t  all. 

A. They do, but they first tunnel them 

a t  the mld l ine-  

Q. How far up do they wrkY 

A* AS high a8 the p i l e .  

0. Ho+ high are pour tidas here? 

A. About 3.2 f8et. 
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Q. mat are  the extreme t ides? 

A.  1 dont know, but they average about 12 

feet. 

Q. So nearly 12 fee t  o f  your p i l e  rill be 

rendered useless? 

A. Yes, sir. They dont come above the 

rater. !hey cane up as f a r  as l o r  t ide.  They 

o n l y  eat as high a8 lor t ide,  but there is 

another worn ea ts  them a l l  around on the out-  

side; a l i t t l e  worm. 

Q. Have you any o f  those piles r i g h t  here 

w i t h  the l i t t l e  w o r n  in them? 

A .  110; but I can get you sane. 

Q. The o n l y  thing is r e  shall not be here 

more than a day. 

A.  That l i t t l e  norm they ea t  on the 

low t idee 

e. How big is i t? 

A. Oh, j u t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of a thing. 

They rill take a great b ig  p i l e ,  and i n  a Year 

o r  so there rill be nothing l e f t  b a d l y  but a 

ahell. They eat between the high and low t ide .  

Q. There are none o f  those piles r igh t  

here eaten i n  thut ray f  
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A. No; not r igh t  around here. You rill 

find them toward South Seatt le.  

&. If you could get a l i t t l e  piece o f  

i t ;  and Mr. A i n s r o r t h  could send i t  on by m a i l  -- 
just a l i t t l e  piece? 

A.  A l l  r i gh t ,  I rill get it and give it  

t o  Nr. A i m w o r t h .  It ought t o  be preserved i n  

s a l t  water. 

Q. No, it rill go dry a l l  r i gh t .  

A. Mr. Coleman knore more about the worm- 

He knows the name of  it. 1 rill see i f  1 can' 

get h i m  on the 'phone. 
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MR. AINSIIORTH. 

A .  There. is one w h a r f  here where they l e t  

sewer pipe down and run the p i l e s  r ight  through 

the pipe- 

This fishery question is a very d i f f i c u l t  

one. Rules that would apply t o  Puget Sound 

would not apply t o  the Columbia River a t  a l l .  

Q. The lams that apply t o  Puget Sound do 

not apply II t o  Point Roberts. 

A. No; but I believe it was intended f o r  

a l l  the watere, but when they c a m  t o  pa r t i t i on  

it off the Gulf of Georgia was not included in 

it. 


